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Al-Ukhdud Excavation Plate 1 ) gl 3901 Aoyl

VAT [V 8V ple o2 A Sl il s gy 3 gedd plo lalasus
A General plan of the site of al-Ukhdud showing the excavation conducted during 1417 H./ 1996
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Area south west of the fort showing grids .
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Strata in the area south west of the fort




Al-Ukhdud Excavation Plate 4 4
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Area south west of the fort before removing the debris .
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Al-Ukhdud Excavation Plate 5 0 d>gd 394 B! Aoyl
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Plan of an architectural unit south west of the fort .
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Building 39 before removing the debris .
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Plate 7
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Building no. 39 after excavations




Al-Ukhdud Excavation Plate 8 A dsgl 299 ¥l dypa >

i
e i
[_]]
i
D
w
iz
/
r’l/ T
o
et r
r

M B
wra [
wrEl g
il

Y9 =l & =lakl cbl.i.a
Sections of varions in building no. 39 .
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Building no.
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39 south - west facades showing the engraved drawing of chess board and the inscription:
part of it fallen on the surface .
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The grid plan of the site located north-east of the fort .
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Al-Ukhdud Excavation Plate 11 VY dogd 291 Ayl
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Plan showing the building north-east of the fort after excavation .
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A site on the section and layers of excavations north-east of the fort .
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Pottery vessels from south - west of the fort .
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Steatite and glazed pottery vessels from building no. 39 .
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Complete objects from builing no. 39 .
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Unglazed pottery vessels from north - east of the fort.
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Glazed pottery vessels from north-east of the fort .
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Glazed pottery vessels and glass from north-east of the fort .
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A General plan of the site of al - Ukhdud
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A - Aerial view of the site located south-west of the fort after the excavation
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B. The site, south-east of the fortress , during excavation .
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B.. The gypsum floor and the base of the
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columns in one of the rooms in building 39,
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A - The south-east facade of building 39, also drawings and engravings in chess borad pattern.
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g on the stone from on one of the

B.. The other part of the engravin fallen walls .
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A - An engraved stone found in one of the rooms in building no. 39.
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A - Sample of big jars after restoration .
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B- Sample of a small jar after restoration .
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A - Sample of pottery dishes .
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B. Samples of marble bowls ,
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A - Sample of a grinding stone .
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B. Samples of incense burners .
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A - A dagger or a head of a lancer after restoration .
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B. Parts of metal bowls with
three nails for fixing
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A - Different kind of beads found on the site .
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C - A ring with twisted head . B. Part of a camel terracotta figurine
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A - Excavation site located north-east of the fort .
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B. The site on the north-east side of the fort after excavation,
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A - Two pieces of glass found on the site.
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B.. Pieces of glazed pottery and chineses bowls .
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A - A circular metal piece , probably a coin.

B. Ring with bead, inscribed with writing from left to write.
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Map showing the location of Thaj
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Hellenestic sites in the easterh region .
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The Plan of the archaeological site of Thaj including Tell a-

Zayer discovered in 1419/1999 A.D. (Squar 3-4)
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Contour plan of Tell az-Zayer at Thaj 1999 A.D. /1419 H.
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Drawing showing the walls of the burials .
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Layers of excavated Squares 3 -4 north and south .
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Layers of excavated squares 3 - 4 south and east




Thaj Excavations Plate 44 it asgl Tlemdaya o

-
c-
2
o c'

¥4

‘;-_w.}ll;;:.!h}..aL&JIc‘UJ,ileuLé-la‘;,i.xllgl.u..ltéﬁ Lbsy,
Plan showing extention of burial inside the Tel] .
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A - The archaeological mound opposite to the Imarah building and the primary school of Thaj .
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B - The mound divided into grid 5x 5 m. befor excavation .
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A - The burial , showing debris,

the fallen rocks of the roof appear inside ,
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B - A view of the complete burial with its principal walls and irregular supporting stones

e
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A - The gold mask with details of the face.
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B - The gold face mask and two inlaid gold necklaces .
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A - Gold necklace inlaid with precious stones .
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B - A heart shaped pendant inlaid with precious stones,

a large jewel in the centre and a chain .
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The jewel of the pendant engraved with the figure of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love , beauty and fertility .
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A - Two chain rings of bracelet near the left shoulder of the skeleton .
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B - Gold strips around the skull .
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A - Four gold thin strips found near the head , hair and the waist .
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B - Two rings with very clear engravings .
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A - the large and small rings .
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B - The strips of the waist and the cover of gold cast
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ddess Artemis near the altar with the crown on her head dated 132 B. C.

¢
A - A ring with the picture of Greek go

iy Al I Bs 40V D s pl g B0se T
yle of Greek goddess Artemis dated 41 A.D.
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B - A ring with the picture of the Roman goddess Diana in a st
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A - Gold cast hand with holes for fixing .
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B - Two gold rings, one bigger than other .
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A - A group of circular goldpieces decorated with flower motifs .
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holding stick in his left hand .

B - The stamping of god Zeus
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A - A gold piece with the figure of Roman goddess Diana or the Greek goddess Artemis .
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B - A collection of square pieces with e
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mbossed engraved designs .
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A - A collection of round pieces of gold found around the skeleton .
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B - 30 gold spherical beads found around the skeleton .
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A - Cylindrical beads found near the skeleton .

B - Another collection of semi-he

-

mispherical gold pieces found around the skeleton .
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A - A complete standing women statue found in the north-east corner .

se of a metal found under the breast and head of the skela

B - Flower va ton .
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A - A Incense metal Burner located on the right side of the skull .
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B - The northern wall with the statues in the corners and near the end of the leg of the skeleton .
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A - Incensc burner , square shaped , with four small legs .
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B - A glazed terracotta camel’s head with clear feature of face .
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A - The face of a statue with cosmetic tools after restoation .
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B - The eastern section 10m. in length .




—— R —————

Thaj Excavations Plate 63 W Aol

x)‘&éﬁekrf*»‘-’-*.&‘J.J'wcf-"ﬂﬁ-—ﬂlhuhh&»“‘

A. A Stone built tomb, destroyed by the grave hunters, located 2.2 km. to the

B - Rock art located on 10.2 km. south-east of mo
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eastern side of al-Zair mound .

und al-Zair .
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A. Rock art engravings south-east of al -Zair mound .
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B. Ruins of stone tomb on the mound of southern al--Bitel.
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A - A Circular stone wall located 1200m. at the east-north side of al-Zair mound.
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B - Fortified site on the mound, 3.4 km. north-east of al Zair mound.
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A - A well lined with stones, located 60() m. south-east of al-Z

Lot s -

B - Islamic coin .
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A - Sounding no. 29 D, before cleaning and excavation .
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B - Sounding no. 90 DO , before cleaning and excavation .
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A - Sounding no. 92 D aexcavation work at the depth of 29 cm. showing mouth of a pottery jar
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B - Sounding no.

96 TH , after the excavation at the depth of 1.5 m. showing a section of the lavers .
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A - Sounding no. 52 H, excavated at the depth of 1 m.
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yes tower on its western side .
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B - Palace of Saud Bin Faisal showing the damaged three stor
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A - The old watch tower at Raghba .

S ol e 3l 22,5, i

ciyJ_PJL_JQMIJJ};yﬁJFQL«LJ_Y
B - The foundation of mud wall around an

old site in the city of Raghba which is called Al-Bilad
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A - Site consist of the old palace in the city of Raghba called Al - Uqda .
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B - Old mud foundation in ** Latha * located west of Raghba city .
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A - Old mud foundation at Al-Fakeer site ,
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B - Circular tower with its lower part built of stone and upper part built of mud
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built of stones on top of the mountain to supply the rain water for the farms

located below .

A - Circular water channels

f
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B - Circular rock barriers on the mountain to supply rain water to the farms near t
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he city of Malham ,
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A - The foundations and the stones at Shaib Al-Rakayat north west of old Malham city
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B - A barrier at Shaib Salbukh to stop the rain water from flooding the

farms



Riyadh Region Survey Plate 75 Vo axgl sobiydl addaio s

gt ‘—.":‘“*;-“_;.’J}:-“'._’;’)L’.“LG-!J'L;.:{J! ol -

A - An opening in the barrier wall of Shoaib Salbukh .
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ar the dam of Malham .

B - Thamudic inscriptions ne
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A - Wusum and rock art near Thadiq .
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B - Inscription and rock art at the Thadiq city .
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_Sidar located north-west of Thadiq .

A - The passage at the mountain of Tuwaiq named Aba Al
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named Aba Al-Sidar located north-west of T

B - The passage at the mountain of Tuwaiq hadiq .
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A Palace built with stones called the Palace of Mishriff in Al-Tharmani
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The Ancient Trade Route Survey

A- Al-Qararah 3l 2l -

B- Al-Madraja ol - o



The Ancient Trade Route Survey

Plate 80
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The Ancient Trade Route Survey Plate 81

A- Al-Jamalain . kadl =1
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B- Inscription at Al-Jamalain Site . o



The Ancient Trade Route Survey  Plate 82
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B- Al-Modabia .
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The Ancient Trade Route Survey

Plate 83

A¥ a>gd __,.'.441@3-13.»&-{&!;,@& ! s

A- Wadi al-Muragh .

B- Bir al-Arja .
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B- Wadi Khuthar Las
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The Ancient Trade Route Survey  Plate 85
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A- Rock Art from Umm-Alqosass site . el ‘,‘1 T =]

B- Abar al-Hafair .
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A- Inscription at Kutna . €S a b g -]

B- Cemetery of Wadi Nakhlah .
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The Ancient Trade Route Survey
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Sounding on the site of Rie Taqara
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There is also Thamudic inscriptions from site no.
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A - Rock art consisting of human figures riding horses holding lances .
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B - Rock art consisting of animal figures and other dr
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A - A Kufie inscription, human and ibex

figures and “Wusum” tribal symbols at site 210/ 14 S .
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B - Kufic inscriptions and various engraved figures at site 210/14 S .
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A - Kufic inscriptions at site 210/17 S .
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» and animal figures from site 210/19S.

B - Kufic inscriptions , tribal symbols * Wusum
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A - Thamudic inscriptions and various engraved figures from site 210/ 14 § .
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B - Thamudic inscription from site 210/ 20 S.
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Kufic inscription from site No. 210/23S.
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A - Kufic inscriptions dated 98 H. from site 210/ 14 S .
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B - Kufic inscription from site 210/24 S,




The Rock Art and Epigraphic Survey Plate 95 40 a>gd anllass iiain 3 dunall pugdddly pgas

(,_._ﬁlaﬁ;nfnm-rj,@‘yy.w,J];,_,.,y_-;u_i;_;a,l__»z._.a,s;pts—‘l

A - Kufic inscriptions showing Quranic verses from site

210/26S

(th_-"‘r;")frah\' ‘.j)tiyfl.:_,f-;au:.sfv
B - Kufic inscription from site 210/ 35 S.



B o

(J,AJu_s,i,)u.eh/rvf.s,t;_,,.y._nAz Lw i 50 40 oS olls -
A - Kufic inscriptions dated 84 A.H. from site 210/ 36 S
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B - Kufic inscription from site 210 /38 8.
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A - Kufic inscriptions from site 210 /53 S.
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B - A number of “Wusum” tribal symbols from site 210/56S.
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A - General view of al-Majmah showing a tower.
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Majmah, roof and arches projecting towards
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A view for the al - Khalwa of al-Fashkha mosque at al -
Khalwa.
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A - General view of the cemetery of Bani-Hila
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I showing the graves and the new wall around, located near
Ushay.
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B - General view of Qasr al-Abdul Jabbar at Ushay showing various types of w
tions, one of the towers and the building, wall courses and mud plaster.

e ele Bl o

all openings, stone founda-



Al - Majmah District Survey Plate 101
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f the facades of Qasr al - Ammar, building, material of stone and mud

A - General view showimg one 0
courses and one of the towers.
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B - Islamic graves at al - Umayri site .
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B - Stone inscriptions, and rock art at Hasat Al-Nasalah ( jabal al - Nasalah ) near Harmah.
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B - Another view of Hasat al -
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Nasalah showing the rock art and inscrptions .
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A - Camel Hgure at Hasat al - Qraiw near Harmah .
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B - The remains of one of the walls of circular stone structure nea
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Remains of building foundations and the traces of channels near Taragq al - Khail Site,
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A - Remains of building foundations at al - Hanbali site.
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B - General view showing north-east facad » drainage and the

es of Qasr al - Hair and its towers, “‘turma
holes on the walls.
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A - A circular stone structure without tail, near Qassir al - Hair .
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B - Part of the al-Ruwaidah dam showing regular sto
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A - Example of cairns found near al - Ruwaidah city They were built with undressed stones piled on top of each other
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B - General view of the tower of Jalajil showing its construction sty
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1 - Remains of the Twaim city wall .
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B - General view of Sab’in dam in a] - Raudah s

howing buttress and stone courses .
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Al - Majmah District Survey
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minaret and projected stones around it .

Minaret of the old mosque in Twaim city showing the door of the
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Minaret of Mushrifa mosque at Raudat Sudair sho
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wing decoration and part of ablution place .
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in al - Dakhila mosque .

A - Columns and arc
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B - A part of the old wall at al-Husun city with one of its damaged city tower and some stone foundations.
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The tower of Hawtat Sudair » the closed door and the type of building .
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A - View of the large well at Qasr Shugair in al-Husun.

oyl 3 S g gl Ham

B - View of the watch tower of al-Husum showing the type of building .
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Stone built tower of Ushairah .



Brief report on the site of Doukara Plate 117 V1Y asgd 0893 Bdg0 b yiyl ga=nlo

c_,\ﬂ-l;,.«s,i,;,.«iitl_,y-‘t
A - Exterior view of the gate of Doukara

Sl 3 g Ao U1 1 9 S padll gl sl - o
southern wall of the palace Doukara showing the outer walls

B - View of the
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A - The location of sounding area before excavation
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B - View of the soundings after excavation showing the entrance of the room
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General view showing the stones used in the bui

Iding of the water tank .
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scraper and arrow heads .

A, B - A Hvariety flint stone tools consisting of burin,
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A - Section of the soundings and layers .
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a - Burials at al-Jamur al-Sharqi .
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b - One of the burials at al-Twairif from inside .
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b - General view of Khirbat Um-Qusair
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b - A Pottery Jar from Yabrin. A gift by Governor of Yabrin to al - Hafuf Museum
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B - Carved steps on the mountain .
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B - A circular hole carved on the rock .
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A - The upper part of the statue found on the site .
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A - A soft sand stone inscribed with Lihyanic inscription .
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5. Thaj excavations:
The Tells outside the newly fenced area of Thaj were excavated this year.

6. Survey of al-Qawaiyah area and excavations at al-Balaida (Al-Muzhamiya):
A number of archaeological sites were recorded in the al-Qawiyah area and the
last season of the excavation of al-Balaidha site was completed this year.

We received several letters from scholars and researchers with their comments on
our works and publications, one such letter was received from Mr. Michael
McDonald, a specialist in ancient Arabian writing at the University of Oxford
(UK). He highly applauded and appreciated the recently published book by the
Deputy Ministry titled" The analytical and comparative studies of inscriptions
from Ram, south of Tayma", written by Mr. Khaled M. Eskoubi. He praised the
contribution of Mr. Khaled and the discovery of new inscriptions, their analysis
and new thoughts and the beauty of the book.

The Tourism News

The Deputy Ministry participated in the Archaeological Tourism Unit in the
Third International Exhibition and Recreational Towns held in Jeddah from 24-
27 April 2000. Mr. Saleh Mohammad al-Marih represented the Deputy Ministry..

The Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums participated in the 5th National
Tourism Exhibition held in Riyadh held from 2-11 Safar 1421H. Also the Deputy
Ministry participated in the Summer Festival at Abha and organized a Tourism
Exhibition.
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2. The Ancient Trade Route:

The survey team located and documented the water resources and camping
stations, inscriptions and other archaeological sites along the ancient trade route
from Bisha to the end of al-Baha.

3. Sudair and al-Qasim area:

The survey team recorded a number of archaeological sites, traditional
architectural elements such as forts, watch towers, wells and other buildings and
major sites such as Zubayda al-Ammariyah, Hassat a! Nathla, Qasr bin Ugqail and
Darb Zubayda.

4. Riyadh team:
This team concentrated its survey and excavations on the site of al-Baledha near
al Muzahmiyah.

5. Thaj team:

The site of Thaj in the eastern region was chosen for excavation and a large tell
outside the fenced arca was excavated which revealed interesting evidence of
settlement and encouraged to continue works in the future.

Field expeditions during 1421

1. Al-Ukhdoud excavations was continued in al-Ukhdoud fort to complete the
last year's work.

2. Ancient trade route:

The fourth and the last season of the survey of ancient trade route has been
completed this year during which the team explored the area from al-Baha until
the Holy city of Makkabh.

3.. Survey of al-Zulf1 area:
A number of new sites were recorded during this year and test soundings were
conducted to find the potentiality of the sites.

4. Tayma
The previous season's excavation work was completed this year to date the site
and the objects located from the site during the previous seasons.



NEWS AND EVENTS

Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz, the
Secretary General for the High Commission of Tourism and the President of al-
Turath, the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums under the auspices of
the Ministry of Education celebrated the "return of 14 archaeological objects
from the Semitic Museum of Harvard, the United States, to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

- His Excellency Dr. Mohammad bin Ahmad al-Rasheed, the Minister of
Education and President of High Council of Antiquities and Museums Chaired
the meeting of the 50th.session of the High Council on Wednesday 26/8/1421
AH.

Professor Dr. Sa'ad al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and
Museums was nominated as the member of the Administrative Council of the
Islamic Research, History, Arts and Cultural Center in Istanbul, Turkey which is
part of the Organization of Islamic Council (OIC).

His Excellency Dr. Sa'ad A.al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and
Museums participated in the first Cultural Festival of Al-Miftaha in Rejal alma'a
area organized by the King Fahd Cultural Center at Abha during 16-19 Jumadi al
Awal, 1421 H.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia participated in the fourth meeting of the
Government experts to study the agreement for the protection of under water
cultural heritage held at the Unesco Center Paris, from 1~12 Muharam 1422 AH.
Dr. Abduilh al- Saud, the Director General of Museums and Mr. Shakir bin Jassm
al Turki represented the Kingdom.

Field expeditions during 1420 H.

1. Survey of the Madinah area

The survey team recorded and documented a number of archaeological sites such
as Rawawa, Abar al Mashi, and the ruins of al-Araidha in addition to a number of
petroglyphs and early Islamic and ancient inscriptions in Wadi al-Muatadil and
Wadi Danan.
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2. The surface collection

A number of unique and important artifacts are located on the surface.

a. Idols : Scattered on the surface of the site a large number of carved statues
made of red sandstone.

b. Altars : Several altars of different size and shapes are found scattered on the
site. These are square, rectangular, circular and semi-circular in shape.

c. Incense Burners: A number of incense burners of red stone are found on
the site, some are decorated with geometrical and faunal motifs and some contain
inscriptions. Part of an incense burner made of volcanic rock and other made of
pottery with geometrical designs are located on the site.

d. Pottery : A large number of pottery sherds are scattered on the site. These
are of different types, shapes, some are decorated in different colors with faunal,
floral and geometric motifs.

3. The inscriptions:

On the site several Lihyanite, Minean, Nabataean and Kufic inscriptions are
located , some of these are engraved on the flat and smooth surface of the rocks
and others on the vertical surface of the hills. The main subject of these
inscriptions is the relationship with the gods and sacrifices for the Lihyanite
deities. These are located on the top of the mountain. Some inscriptions are
memorial indicating the names of persons. In addition there are several animal
figures such as cattle, camel, ibex and horses carved on the mountain.

The history of the site

The antiquities discovered on the site and the inscriptions located on the rocks

or on the stone blocks confirmed that the site date back to the Lihyanite
civilization which is attributed by some researchers to a period between 6th
century BC until the end of 2nd century BC. While some of the inscriptions
located on the site indicate dates of the rulers of the Lihyanite Kings such as

Talmi bin Hun’as , King Hun’as bin Talmi and King Lowthan bin Hun’as.



Summary of the archaeological report of the site Umm

Daraj in al-Ula district.
Dr. Hussain Ali Abu al-Hassan

This is a brief report on the prominent archaeological observations on the site
of Umm Daraj located north-west of al-Ula district and is called Umm Daraj due
to the presence of carved stairway in the rock, which begins from the base of the
mountain and ends at its peak. The height of this mountain is about 925m above
sea level and is located at about 220 m from the paved road opposite the
mountain towards east.

The site of Umm Daraj is prominent due to the location of important and
unique archaeological artifacts scattered on the ground surface which highlight
the technical works and local carving in addition to the location of a number of
temples built on the top of the mountain. The important antiquities located on the
site are as under:

1. Standing antiquities:

A. The buildings: On the site several buildings are located on the peak of the
mountain built with the rocks from the same mountain and cemented with mud.
The most prominent of these buildings is rectangular in shape, 15 m x 10.70 m in
size and has an entrance at its eastern side which is 1.45 m wide and has three
steps at its entrance made of stones. The thickness of the wall of this building is
50 cm. It appears from the exposed antiquities of this building that it was
specially built for the Lihyanite god Dhu-Ghab’a.

B. The carved storages:

In the southeastern side of the site are located two circular storages carved in
the rock in the shape of a cistern.

C. A number of carved holes are found scattered on the site in several areas in

all directions, which were probably made to place the idols inside them.
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Archaeological remains between Kharbaga and Um Qossair
During the survey from the site of Kharbaga towards north-east of Um Qossair

at about 1 km., a large number of Islamic pottery sherds are found scattered in a
large area although the site is mostly covered with sand.
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20m x 23m. The ruins of a wall and that of a tower are located in the north-
western corner. Also located several pottery sherds and women bracelets taken
out from one of the wells,
Kharba Umm al-Qasm

Located at about 4 km. from Yabrin a square shaped fallen building built with
mud. In the southern side is located a well.
Kharbat Hafniya

It is located southeast of Yabrain at about 500m. It is a square shaped building
21m long and 4m high and the thickness of the wall is 70 cm. It’s entrance is
located at the eastern side, it 1s 2.1m wide. It consists of two floors, the roof of
the ground floor contains traces of the wooden columns in the walls. Also located
pottery sherds on the site.
Kharbat al-Uzeeman

It is located at about 4 km southeast of Yabrin and consists of a mud building,
fallen and is 41 x 36m in size. Thickness of the walls is 1m. The door is located
at the southern section and at the western side are remains of a wall, and a well.
The building is important and contains most of the foundations of the Islamic
forts and towers.
Kharbat al-Qab’a

Located at 1km northeast of al-Uzeeman and consists of a fallen mud building.
The west-east length is 20m and north-south 21m. The signs of a door in the
northern section measures 4.8m high and 4m wide. It date back to the Islamic
period.
Abu Ragba mound

Located at about 700m east of al-Uzeeman and called so due to its height
which is 4.5m. The presence of a wall is noted which is fallen and is 72m long
from ecast to west and 48m from north to south, as well as the remains of an old
well.
Kharabat Umm al-Nazr

At about 3 km. south of Kharbaqa. The building is built with mud, fallen and

composed of a wall 63m x 60m.
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Kharabt al-Dablaniyat

Two mud buildings are located on the left side of the road leading from Yabrin
to al-Rashdiyah at a distance of 9 km from south-west of Yabrin and known as
eastern and western Dablaniyat.

Eastern Dablaniyat - The four walls of the rectangular shaped building are
visible. These are 12.7 x 19.3m. in length and 3m high and built with mud and
leaves. The thickness of the outer walls is 1.0 m. which gradually decreases
upward. The building consists of two floors, the roof on the ground floor was
built with wooden columns the traces of which could be seen now in the south-
castern walls. The main gate of the building was probably located in the southern
section The surface collections consisted of pottery sherds attributed to the
Islamic period.

Western al-Dablaniyat - Located west of the previous building, smaller in size
and measures 10 x 10.2 m and the height of the remaining wall is 4m. A tower
like structure is located at its southeastern corner. The tower has two openings
overlooking the building and the other is located at the outside of the eastern
wall. The door was located at the northern side and there are remains of outside
wall also located archaeological remains on the surface

Kharbat al Qabaliyat:

It is located south of the oasis at about 900 m. It js 23 4 m. long from west to
east and 21 m. from north to south. The buildings are destroyed which were built
with mud. There are Islamic graves in the southwest and surface objects are
located on the site.

Kharbat Kharbaqa

This name is given due to several wells located in the area at a distance of 13
km. south of Yabrin. The building is built with mud and is totally destroyed. To
its west is a perished well.

Kharbat Umm Qossair

It is located ar a distance of about 3 km northeast of Kharbaqa and consists of a

small fallen building. The approximate measurements of the building is
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Al-Dabitiyah

Located at a distance of 10 km. south of Hujrat al Rashdiyah which is about 12
km. south-west of Yabrin divided by sand dunes. There are more than 13 wells in
the area. A few pottery shreds and female bracelets of Islamic period are located
on the site.
Al-A’qula

It is located northeast of Yabrin at a distance of about 30 km. These are ancient
mounds revealing mud-brick structures. Beneath these mounds remains of
buildings could be seen which consist of a rectangular and square shaped rooms
with thick walls composed of two parallel layers. There are ancient wells in the
south. Some objects are found on the surface such as pottery sherds, stone objects
which suggest that the site belongs to an old period.
Al-Ramadyah

Located north-west of Yabrain at about 2 km to the left of the sand track and
consists of a sand mound in which appeared the mud walls and a wide wall
towards the northern, southern and western sides. The site is rich in surface
objects such as pottery sherds, woman bracelets and beads which suggest that the
site probably date back to the Abbassid period. The pottery shreds re decorated.
There is also a new closed well. The site is considered as one of the important
Islamic sites in the region.
Al-Mahraq

ILocated north of Yabrin at about 500m. It is a high mound in which appeared
the remains of mud buildings.
Umm al-Nasfi

It is located at the end of the oasis towards south on the road leading from
Yabrin to al-Hafayer and is about 16 km from Yabrin. The site covers a large area
and consists of many archaeological mounds, surface objects such as pottery
shreds.



Preliminary Report on the Survey and Documentation of
Archaeological Sites ( Yabrin Oasis)

1414 AH /1993

Khalifah A. al-Khalifa, Saeed al-Hawaiji, Nayef al-Daniawi, Abbas
Al-Eisa, Salah al-Helwa, Saleh al-Radivan, Abdulrehman al Shairi

Location:

The area under investigation is located north-west of the Empty Quarter (Rub
al Khali), between 59°,0” N longitudes and 23°, 15’ E latitudes. It can only be
reached by an uneven desert track from Haradh which is located at about 95 km
in the south. It is composed of two neighboring oasis, one Yabrin, and the second
at about 28 km west of it..

The archaeology and history of the human settlement:
Palacolithic sites of various periods are located in the area in addition to the
pottery sherds dated to the first and second millennium BC. 660 cairns, evidence
of the Obeid period settlements, and the remains of the chert stone are scattered
in a wide area west of Yabrin. At present the tribes of al-Morra such as al-
Qabaliyat, al-Hafayer and al-Rashdia are settled in the area.
Archaeological finds:

- Located several mud buildings and burials in the middle of the oasis.
The burials at al-Jawamir and burials of al-Tuwayrif.

- al-Dabliniyat burials

- al- Qabiliyat burials

- al-Umman burials

- Barq al Samar burials,

- al-Nayem burials
Al-Asb’ah

This archaeological site is located about 15 km northeast of Yabrin,The
antiquities include fallen wall of about 35m. thick and attached with the hill. Also
located some pottery sherds. It was probably a station for the aravens. A well
called Bir Qarima is located at about 400m from the site.
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Stone circles

Remains of circular stone structures covered with sands are located on the
inclined surface of the plateau above which are found several stone cairn and
archaeological mounds

At about 5 km. north of the palace 15 mounds (probably burrilas) are located.
Artifacts

On the site several pottery shreds are located which date back to the late
Roman period and the early Islamic era, in addition to decorated glazed pottery,

glass pieces, and some stone objects such as flake and burins.



Report on the site of Doukara
Sa’ad M. al-Mushari

Site number : 200 - 33
Coordinates : 38°, 18§’ , 07 E
31° 087, 0” N
Area : From north to south 1.5 km.and 0.5 km from east to west.
Location: Doukara is located at about 40 km. northwest of Muhafizat al-
Tareeq and on the western side of Khabra, Doukara is covered with small trees.
The important and most prominent is the hill site called “A’qran” or Jabal
Doukara located southwest of the site.

The site is surrounded by a plain land in general, in the north is a marshy area
in which rain water is collected and form a large lake (Khabra), in the south
towards jabal A’qran is a wide volcanic area covered with volcanic rocks. The
site consists of several buildings and other archaeological remains such as :
Al-Qasr (the palace) :

It is a square shaped architectural unit 42.5 m. long built with large and huge
rocks arranged in a very systematic and proper manner. The door is 2.85 m. wide
located in the middle of the eastern area and opens in the wide courtyard where
there is a well filled with sand and opposite to it and inside the western area
there are seven rooms each one opens towards the courtyard with a door 1.25 m
wide while each room opens in the other with a 1 m. wide door.

Al-Birk’a ( Water Reservoir) :

An oval shaped water reservoir is located about 90 m. northeast of the fort.

It is 280m x 55m in size and 1.5 m. deep filled with sand and pebbles built
with volcanic rocks arrange irregularly. To the south of it are Jocated remains of
the two channels which carry the rain water into the tank.
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5 Markaz of Boudha. It is a small village the houses are located on
mountains built with mud, clay and stones. It is located at about 11 km from
Mubayed. There are numerous caves and graves on the mountains.

3. Jawi village located at 4 km from al-Majmabh.

The survey of several villages and towns in this area could not be completed

due to lack of time, the rest of this area will be surveyed next year.
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Markaz al-Uttar

Located at 25°, 24’ N latitudes and 45°, 38’ E longitudes at a height of 780 m
above sea level. It contains mud houses and a tower.
Hassat al-Ubadiya

Located at latitudes 25°, 33’ N and longitudes 40°, 39’ E at a height of 750
above sea level. It consists of several rocks on which are depicted human and
animal figures and inscriptions.
Markaz al Khatama

it is located at 25°, 37" N latitudes and 45°, 40" E longitudes, 840 m above sea
level. The paved track lies between the hills where a tower is located.
Markaz Najd
It consists of several residential units and walls surrounding them and farms. The
houses were built with mud and consisted of all comforts and services. There are
gypsum decorations. There are several wells. The site is located at 25°, 437 N
latitudes and 45°, 52 E longitudes at 500 m above sea level. The tower and the
mosque cover an arca of 10m x 8m and are built with mud.
Markaz Ashira

It is among the oldest villages of Sudair and is located at latitudes 25°, 35’ N
and longitudes 45°, 46’ E at a height of 810 m above sea level. The antiquities
consist of a gate, some old houses, tower of Ashira, watch tower built with stones
and gypsum.
Mubayed

Its houses are built with local materials such as mud and stones. The simple
houses contain windows and doors made of iron, The mosque is said to be built
in 1322 AH according to the local residents.
Marakiz and villages without antiquities

1. Markaz al-Sha’b — located 14 km east of Mubayed. The houses are built
with mud, clay and stones. There are also some wells and some caves in the

mountains.
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Markaz al Hosun

It is located at 25°, 36/ N latitudes and 45° 36" E longitudes at a height of
720 m above sea level. The town is fortified by a wall built with stones and mud.

The antiquities in the area consist of Shaqeer fort, Marqab al Hasoun, the dam,
foundations of stones and stone circles.

Markaz Awdat Sudair

The houses are built with mud, stones, Athal wood, date leaves and gypsuim,
and surrounded by a wall. Also located a watch tower. Qarat al Zubair near the
site of Musafir under Awdat Sudair. The site lies between 25° 337 N latitudes
and 45°. 44’ E longitudes at a height of 750 above sea level. .

The Site of al-Qarn’a

Located in Awadat al Sudair area at 25° 337 N latitudes and 45°, 43’ E
longitudes 630 meters above sea level. The archaeological mounds consist of
stone foundations of walls and houses in addition to water channels, wells spread
in an area of 2km x 2km. Pottery shreds, decorated and undecorated are found on
the surface.

The Site of Musafir

It is located near Awadat al Sudairi at 25° 33’ N latitudes and 45° 44" E
longitudes at a height of 600m above sea level. It is an old village in which
houses were built with stone foundations. Also is located a square shaped
mosque, several wells and water channels and archaeological mounds. The site is
rich in surface objects (pottery).

Gheelan Palace (Awadat Sudair)

Located at 25°, 33" N latitudes and 45°, 42" E longitudes at a height of 810 m
above sea level and consists of the wall of the town and the ruins of a palace, a
well, some glass objects , pottery sherds.

Awadat Sudair

It is the site of the palace of Jammaz and consists of the foundations of &

square shaped building built with stones Also located remains of towers, a well

and some objects including pottery shreds and glass pieces.
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Markaz al Dakhla
It 1s an old village located at 25°, 37 N latitudes and 45°, 33" E longitudes. The
houses were built with mud, stones, gypsum, and Athal wood. The housing units
are prominent in some architectural elements decorated with gypsum from inside
and outside. Also located some wells and a mosque. The fort with towers is
located on the hill. There is a mosque and a well carved in the rock .
Markaz Hawta Sudair

There is a tower of Hawta Sudair and Qarat al-Unbar.
The Watch Tower:
It lies between 25°, 35/ N latitudes and 45°, 37" E longitudes located at 750
above sea level and built with mud, mud bricks and stones.
Qa’rat al Unbar

Located at 25°, 357 N latitudes and 45° 37’ E longitudes at 750 m above sea
level. Some pottery sherds and objects are located on the site.
Markaz Jonobyat Sudair

It is a small village associated with Hawata Sudair.

Awra’t Site

Located at 25°, 30" N latitudes and 45° 28’ E longitudes at a height of 840 m
above sea level.

Consists of petroglyphs and inscriptions. The site is located in a depression
named al-Ajra’a and the area is called al-Samar. Markazal-Muaisha was an
important water resource before 270 years.

The Mosque

Located at 25°, 34’ N latitudes and 45°, 23’ E longitudes at a height of 750 m
above sea level.
Al-Muaisha Dam

Located at 25°, 33 N latitudes and 45°, 23’ E longitudes at 780 m above sea
level. The dam is located in a narrow valley and the houses on the hill were built

with stone slabs consisting of two layers.
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town is linked with the watchtower and most parts of it are destroyed. The Jalajil
watchtower is 810 m above sea level, 1s cylindrical in shape and built with stones.
The Rocks of Jareeq

Rock art and inscriptions, probably Thamudic, are jocated at latitude 25°, 44"
N and 45°. 27* E longitude 840 m above sea level.
Markaz Jalajil

The rain water has exposed an ancient wall in the valley, located at 41°,25" N
latitudes and 45°, 29’ E longitudes, 750 m above sea level.

There are ruins of a palace and an old mosque built with mud.
Markaz al-Taweem

Located at 25°, 39’ N latitudes and 45°. 33’ E longitudes at 750 m above sea
level. Its houses are built with mud and clay with stones, gypsum, Athal wood
and date leaves. There are passages between the residential units. The town is
surrounded by a wall which is wavy and there are several wells and a cemetery
and the mosque of the town .
Markaz al -Rawdha

Rawdhat Sudair, the houses are built with mud. stones, gypsum, Athal wood,
date leaves. They are prominently decorated with gypsum. Also there are several
old mosques. The antiquities at al-Rawdha consist of Mushraffa Mosque, al-
Sabyin Dam, the Houses of Bani al-Unbar, al-Matawi al-Hajriyah in the wadi..
Al-Rawdha is located at 25°, 37" N latitudes and 45°, 337 E longitudes at 660 m
above the sea level. The mud houses are in good condition ( 47, 48, 49).
The Houses of Bani al-Unbar

These are located at 45°, 37 N latitudes and 45°, 327 E longitudes located at a
height of 690 m above sea level. Thee are remains of stone foundations. Also
located a walled cemetery and a well. The surface collection includes pottery
shreds, glass pieces and steatite stone.
Al-Matawi al Hajriay

Located at 25°, 37’ N latitudes and 45°, 33’ E longitudes located at a height of

780 m above sea level. It contains several stone structures.
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probably used as a bath room. There are entrances for the fort and a well is dug in
the corner of the fort, while the four residential units are located inside the fort.
Also there is a mosque, open courtyard and passages, sitting room (Majlis),
kitchen, sleeping rooms and a warchouse. There are decorations on the
cylindrical pillar. The condition of the fort is perishable and should be restored
and protected.

Stone Circles

Located at 25°, 48” N latitudes and 45° 23" E longitudes about 780 m above
sea level. The stone circle (a) is opened and built with stones; the second circle
(b) is a stone pile or cairn; circle (c) is 150 m away from circle (b) and is built
with different size of rocks.

Markaz al Forouti

Located at 11 km from al-Ammar, a sandy track leads to it. It lies between 25°,
46" N longitudes and 45°, 09" E latitudes at 661 m above sea level.

[t is an old abandoned town with houses built with mud and mud bricks. There
is a mosque and a number of wells. Also located a coin dated 1315 AH from the
period of Faisal bin Turki and minted in Muscat
Markaz al-Ruwaidha

Located at about 25 km. north of al-Majmah between 25°,52" N latitudes and
45°, 08’ E longitudes at a height of about 661 m. above sea level.

The archaeological remains consist of al-Ruwaidha Dam, some petroglyphs
and a watch tower. The dam is oriented from south to north. It is 360 m long and
3 m wide. It is said that the dam is 150 years old.

There are some stone structures around the new town located at 25° 53" N
longitudes and 45°, 08’ E latitudes. The structures are (1) al-Ruwaidha tower (2)
al-Marjouma tower (3) al-Tareeq tower (4) al-Marigee.

Markaz al-Jalajil

Located at 25°, 40’ N longitudes and 45°, 29’ E latitudes and consists of a
palace and the wall of the old town, the watchtowers of Jalajil and the palace of
bin Makhlas, the old mosque, houses built with mud, and stone foundations.
There are some decorations made with gypsum for the houses. The wall of the
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rocks. its diameter from east to west is 11.50 m and from north to south is 13 m.
The circle has a tail like structure, built with stones and is northeast oriented.

The stone circle (b) is large in size to that of circle "a” and is located on the top
of al-Rabwa at about 500 m from the site of Taraq al Khail and lies between
longitudes 45, 22° E and latitudes 20, 17" N at a height of 66 m from sea level. It
is built with stones and its diameter from east to west Is 23 m.

Taraq al Khail

It is located on 6° 167 N latitudes and 45°, 22" E longitudes at 690 m. above
sea level. It contains a number of wells and water channels including an Islamic
cemetery.

Al-Hanbali Site

Located at a distance of 180 km towards Hafr al Batin from Mjma’ah, and 133
km on the paved road, and 47 km on the sand track and from the site of Markaz
Mashzouba about 10 km on the desert road. It consists of a number of wells
carved in the rocks, they have small rims (opening) which widens gradually
below, mostly circular shaped, some are located on the inclined surface and
others in the valley. There are 13 wells and water channels on the site, also
located stone circles, foundations of buildings and walls and the cemetery.
Pottery shreds, decorated and undecorated. are scattered on the ground surface in
addition to steatite stones and glass pieces.

Markaz al Hayer

Itis 14 km. from al-Majmah and about 4 km from Juway. It is a small village
and the old buildings are located inside the farms. There are several towers in the
residential area. The important antiquity is the al-Hayer fort and some stone
circles.

Fort of al-Hayer Village

It lies between 23°, 257 N latitudes and 45°, 23’ E longitudes, 690m above sca
level. It is a square shaped fort built with mud and the foundations with stones.
There are towers located on the north-western, south-eastern and south-western
corners, roofed and each one consists of two floors. In the middle of the north-

castern facade is located a square like tower, smaller than others which was
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Markaz Harma

It is one of the old villages of Najd and Sudair whose residents have been
migrated. It is located at 25° 557, 503”7 N latitudes and 45° 20’, 584" E
longitudes at 720 m. above sea level.

The Mosque of Harma

It 1s built with mud and stone foundations and the wood of Athal tree and date
leaves were used in the roof of the mosque while gypsum was used for plastering
the two pillars.

The mosque consists of the House of Prayer, the toilets and a courtyard. A
school is associated with the mosque.

Jabal al-Naslah

This site is located in Markaz Hurma.

A large boulder, isolated and unique, lying on the left of the paved road to Ar-
Tawiyah and 10 km from Markaz al Hurma, 4 km west on the dirt road. It is
located on 25° 59’ N latitudes and 45° 21" E longitudes at 815 m above sea
level. It is a volcanic rock and contains several petroglyphs and inscriptions,
human and animal figures engraved deeply. There are 3 human figures, 8 ibexes,
3 camel., in addition to 8 probably Thamudic inscriptions and 18 Wusum (tribal
symbols) in addition to 22 geometric motifs and large number of hand prints,

Hassa al Qaryu /Umm Qura Rock

It is located at 25° 59/ N latitudes and 45°, 21" E longitudes, east of Jabal al
Nasla at about 400m from the paved road to Ar-Tawiyah. A small rock cut water
reservolr is located on the site which is filled with water during rain. An ibex
figure is carved on the rock. The rock is 1.50 m high.. The ibex figure is similar
to that located at Hassat al Nasla.

Markaz Um Sidrah

Located at 38 km from al-Majmalah on the paved road al-Artawiyah to al-
Mua’bad.

Stone circles (a and b) are located on the site,

Stone circle (a) is located at about 200m from the site of the graves at latitudes
26° 21’ N and 45° 22 E longitudes at 770 m above sea level. It is bujlt with
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In the eastern area of the wall some stones are added and the height reached
1 50 m. In the southern wall are located rectangular openings and above them are
triangular openings. The Qasr has two doors. the main door is located in the north
and the smaller door is located towards west. Inside the fort are a number of
residential units, well of the mosque and small passages. The residential units are
14, built with mud and clay, while the foundations are built with stones. The root
was made of Athal wood and date leaves and is held by a pillar of cylindrical
stones and plastered with gypsum. The mosque consists of the house of prayer
and a courtyard.

Markaz al Khais

Located 26 km. west of al-Majmalah, 1t is a small village. The old village
houses were built with mud. Its habitants now have shifted to a new area. Some
old wells are located in the farms in addition to some stone structures. The site 15
located between 25°, 457 N latitudes and 45°. 06’ E longitudes at a height of 840
m above sea level. Some flakes and stone objects are also collected from the site.

Markaz al-Ammar

Located at a distance of 5 km from al-Khais on the latitudes 25°, 50" N and
45°, 08’ E longitudes. The sites consists of old mud houses. There is an old
palace similar to Qasr al-Abdul Jabbar in Ashi.

There are also two rectangular shaped towers with openings and Turmat
(extended triangular cabins in the wall) made with Athal wood and date leaves
and covered with mud layer and has only one door of 1.55 m width. The
thickness of the wall is 70 cm. and height 2 m. Inside the fortified wall are
located residential units. There were four residential units, one for each famly
and consisted of two floors, some are one floor only.

Al-Umairi Site

It is located 5 km. east of al-Ummar between the latitudes 25°, 517 N and 45°.
10’ E longitudes at 75m above sea level.

The site consists of some building foundations and water channels, wells and

graves.
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cemetery is fenced and the graves inside are simple and there is nothing in them to
make them prominent from the present graves. The difference is only in the size
of the graves. There is difference in the tomb stones which are simple stone slabs.
We look around the cemetery to locate signs of any ancient settlements but found
nothing. However, on the other side of the cemetery not far away, located an
archaeological site known as the settlement of Bani Hilal.

Settlements of Bani Hilal

Located between the latitudes 25°, 48’ N and 45°, 16’ E longitudes about 690
m above sea level.

The site consisted of a number of wells, water channels and remains of the
foundations of settlement units. The site continues from north-eastern side
towards south west in the middle of the wadi surtounded by rocky highland and
consists of 5 wells, one of them is located towards north which is lined with
stones and near it is located a small tank and a channel. The depth of the
rematning well is 10 m but there is no water in it.

At about 1 km from the first well is another well and has openings and near it
is a channel and another well, while the third is completely filled with rubble,
The fourth well is located near the farm and the trees, has visible rim, there is
also fifth well. The site is rich in surface objects and located various types of
pottery shreds, simple and decorated, in addition to steatite and glass pieces.

Markaz A’shi

Qasr Abdul Jabbar is located at about 20 km south west of al-Majm1aah along
the paved road . Al-Qasr is located in the old A’shi town. It is in fact a small
village or a group of houses consist of a number of residential units in which
were living some families. It is surrounded by a mud wall. Al-Qasr is rectangular
in shape measuring from south to north 53.80 m long and from east to west 37.80
m long, from north to south 61.70 m long and west to east 32.90 m long. Around
the palace is built a wall with five layers of stone foundations and the rest of the
wall consisted of mud and mud bricks of which only 6 m. could be seen in the
southern part.
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plaster. Its height is 2.10 m. rest of the tower is built with mud and the full height
of the tower is 9.10 m and is built with high technical skill.

The tower has a door at its southcastern side and is reachable by a staiway .
There are four steps built with stones, while the door is narrow 80 cm. high and
50cm.wide and the height of the door from the floor is about 1.90m. Two huge
rocks are attached with the door from inside for pulling the door to open. The
door is wooden. It consists of two floors and the middle of the area is a
cylindrical shaped pillar made of cylindrical stones and plastered. 1t's radius is
1.47m and over it are two crowns measuring 45 x 70 m and 45 x 55 m. The pillar
is about 2 m long above the pillar are wooden beams attached to the wall called
“al-Sawakif™.

The roof is made with palm branches and plastered with mud. its height s
about 2.50 m and thickness of the wall is about 52 c¢m. There are 14 circular
openings or watching holes. On this floor is located a stairway built with stones
leading to the second floor with five steps measuring 50 ¢cm. high, 40 em. wide
and 70 em. in length. It is located on the west side of the tower.

The upper floor is like the ground floor in the middle of which is located @
cylindrical pillar made of cylindrical stones above which are two crowns
measuring 45 ¢m x 70 cm. and the height is about 1.80 m, while the height of the
roof is 2.40 m which is made of date branches and mud. On this floor 13 circular
openings are located distributed in all directions. These were used for watching
and guarding the fort.

There are wooden brackets attached to the walls of this floor from inside
probably for putting things of the guards and their weapons. To the roof of the
tower can be reached through a passage located east of the tower from inside.
There are four steps measuring 80 ¢cm x 60 cm and the stairway is attached to the
floor with an opening in the form of a triangle measuring 1.40 x 1.20 x 60 cm. 9.

The Graves of Bani Hilal

In fact it is a cemetery and not the graves located on the left of the paved road
going towards Markaz A’shi and is about 13 km from al-Majma’ah. Located at
7548 N latitudes and 16, 45 E longitudes and is 690 m above sea level. The
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triangular openings in addition to another opening with a small triangular arch
similar to that of Turmah the purpose is it to have light and air. The Mehrab or
the niche is held by two pillars with a 40 cm. portion projected outwardly in the
wall like a shelf. There are also two triangular niches in the wall one is smaller at
the right and the other large one at the left. A wooden shelf, plastered with mud,
is located in the wall to put objects such as hand fans.

The House of Prayer

The Al-Khalwa shares the wall of the Qibla in the house of prayer. The roof is
made with Athal wood and the branches and leaves of palm tree. The roof is held
by pillars built with cylindrical stones and plastered with gypsum. These pillars
have triangular shaped arches. There are two pilasters, one in the northern wall
and the other in the southern wall which share in holding the roof of the house of
prayer.

The Courtyard

It is part of the mosque and joined with the house of prayer directly. It is
without roof.

The stairway is built with stones joined with the southern wall of the mosque
and reached to the roof of the house of prayer. The roof is made of Athal wood
and small rocks and the room of the stairway used as storage for the mosque.
There are two doors, one of them is located in the northern wall and the other in
the castern wall of the mosque. There is an annexation with the mosque towards
southeast under which is a well to extract water for ablution its roof has fallen
down. The well is lined with rocks and its diameter is 1m. Outside the eastern
wall there is a water tank, plastered with cement and is probably a new addition.

Watch Tower besides al-Uola Farm

Coordinates: 25°, 25’ N latitudes and 45°, 207 E longitudes, height above sea
level is 810 meters.

Located on the hill near the water reservoir. Once it was the main source of
water for al-Majma’ah. It is cylindrical in shape. The foundations are laid with
well shaped rocks. The terrace is paved with rocks laid one on the other without
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Al- Sani’ School at al-Majma ah

Coordinates: 25°, 547, 264" N latitudes and 45°, 20", 396" E longitudes. It is
jocated in the middle of the old town of al-Majma’ah and is attached with the old
wall of the town towards west from inside. [t is square shaped and consists of two
foors. The door of the school is 1.50 m wide and 2 m. high. The school has
arches and an open courtyard. The stairway leads to the upper floor. The pillars
are made of stones in cylindrical shape and plastered with gypsum, contains
triangular arches, while the roof is covered with Athal wood over which are laid
branches and leaves of palm and Athal trees. Inside the rooms are benches for the
students. The school is 80 years old.

The Wells of Hattaba

Jabal Hattaba located west of Ar-Riyadh — Sudair (al-Qasim) highway at about
1 km. between latitudes 25°, 88" N and 45°, 10’ E longitudes.

These are natural wells in the ground, not very deep, the rim of one of the
wells was later added and built with stones. The size of the rim is Im x Im. Ata
distance of 20m is located another well, not deep, lined with stones of various
size and shapes. The well is located on the inclined surface of the hill towards
southwestern part of the valley.

The Mosque of al-Fashkha

It is located in al-Fashkha town in al-Majma’ah district between latitudes 25°,
54/ N and 45°, 20" E longitudes.

The mosque is built with mud and mud bricks and consists of al-Khalwa, the
courtyard for the prayer, and al-Misbah (the open praying place) and another
open courtyard. The door of the praying courtyard is 1.50 m Jong. The roof is
built with Athal wood above which are placed flat stones.

There are two small pillars, one in the northern wall and other in the southern
wall holding the roof of the mosque.

In the northern wall of the Khalwa there are two openings, one is oval shaped

and the other is rectangular. In the eastern wall of Khalwa there are three
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History and Geography of the Area:

Majma’ah is named so due to its location at the meeting point of various
valleys. It developed rapidly and became al-Majma’ah, the capital of the Sudair
region. During this season (1417 AH), the team of the Deputy Ministry of
Antiquities and Museums registered and documented a large number of
archaeological sites located in the Sudair region. This town is mentioned by
several historians.

The Tower of al - Majma'ah

This tower is located south-east of the old town of al-Majma’ah on a hill about
750 m above sea level and is situated between 25°, 547 108~ N latitudes and
45°, 20", 85" F longitudes.

It is cylindrical shaped and consists of two towers one built inside the other. The
foundations are laid by geometrical shaped stones. It is 2.60 m long and 60 cm.
wide. The outside tower is lesser in height to that of the interior tower. There are
several extended box like structures (Turma) on different sides of the outer tower
with base holes. Their average width is 60cm., depth 60cm.and height
1.40m.They are used for watching and defensive purpose. The date of the
construction of this tower is not known, it was probably built abut 200 years ago.

The wall of old al-Majmaah

It is built with stones and consists of two parallel walls. The thickness of the
wall is about 1.90m and the height of the remaining part is about 3.60 m. It is
composed of four layers of mud. There are several towers in different parts of the
wall but one of them is still preserved. It is square shaped and located on the
southeastern side.
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Site 210-51 S

The site is called Haql al Zaleeq and is located at about 1 km from the previous
site and 40 km from Markaz Arhat. 4 camel, a cow and 11 animal brands are
located on the site.

Site 210-52 8

The site is called Quar or al-Quar and is located on the paved road towards left

of Markaz Irha’t and contains 3 camel figures and 7 animal brands.

Site 210-53 S
It is a site of a dam called Sad al Hajjaj al Thani where a Kufic inscription of

three lines is located.
Site 210-54 S
The site is called Jabal or Dhil’a al Nuzha’ located south-east of the village al-

Barz’a and consists of 24 animal brands.
Site 210-55 S
The site is named Jabal or Dhil’a Qamda located in the middle of al-Barz’a

village and consists of the figures of two dogs, two cattle, 14 animal brands, 9
camels and a horse rider, a human figure and ibex or goats.

Site 210-56 §

The site is located in Wadi al-A’asir and consists of 67 differnt animal brands,

two camels and two cattle figures.
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located at about 30 m from the previous site towards north-west contains 6 sun
like figures, human figures holding unidentified object and 9 horses. The third
site is located at about 100 m from the first sites towards north and contains 10

gazelles or the goats.

Site 210-45 8

The name of the site is Dila’a Qaseer under Markaz Arhat located north of the

previous site. This site is divided into three small types which contains 24
camels. 10 Thamudic inscriptions, 3 ostriches, 6 human figures and 3 horses.
Site 210-46 S

Located in Wadi Dira’an and is about 25 km east of Markaz Irha’at.It contains

7 figures.
Site 210-47 S
Named Zaribaht al-Sana’h and is located east of Arhat at about 7 km. and

contains 15 animal brands.
Site 210-48 S

The site is named al-Naba’a and is near Wadi Faydah and is located at about 3

km south of paved road. A Thamudic inscription, a gazelle figure is
superimposed on the two snakes and 10 animal brands are located on the site.
Site 210-48 a

This site is registered as 48A and is located at about 35 km east of Irhat in

Wadi al Shuaba, it is divided into three sites which contains 17 camel, an ibex,
two cattle figures, 3 Thamudic inscriptions, two animal brands and one horse.
Site 210-49 S
The site is called Qasri or Qasra and is located 25 km east of Irha’t and
contains 3 unclear Thamudic inscriptions and a camel figure.

Site 210-50 S.

The site is named Jabal al-Tra’at and contains one figure of a camel.
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Site 210-35 S

It is located north-west of Arafat in the place called “ Dagm al Taba” and has
five Kufic inscriptions and two animal brands.

Site 210-36 3

This site is located in the northwest at about 700 m. from the previous site and

contains 6 Kufic inscriptions.

Site 210-37 &

Located north-east of Arafat and the area is known as Wadi al-Harman. It
consists of 25 Kufic inscriptions 7n of them are carved on the flat surface one of
them dated 84 AH in addition it contains two ibex and 3 unknown tribal symbols.

Site 210-38 §

Located south-east of previous site at about 40 m in the area of al-Maghammas

and contains 7 Kufic inscriptions, 3 animal brands and one Thamudic inscription.

Site 210-39 S

Located in Wadi al-Harman northeast of Arafat and about 500 m from the
previous site. It contains 9 Kufic inscriptions.

Site 210-40 S

It 1s located north-east of site 210-39S at about 800-600 m and has only two
Kufic inscriptions.

Site 210-41 S

Located in the area of Muna. It is a dam built between the two hills where 11

Kufic inscriptions are located.
Site 21042 S
Called as al-Madrajja and is about 6 km from Markaz al-Zeema, northeast of

the Iraqi Hajj route. Two Kufic inscriptions are located on the site.

Site 210-43 S

Located north-west of Markaz Arhat in Wadi Jalal ( Abu Halifa or Halifa) and
consists of 2 human figures and 3 Kufic inscriptions.

Site 210-44 S

Named Um-Shaham ( al-Dila’a) in Wadi al-Shoab and is located east of
Markaz Arhat. This site is further divided into three sites: On the first site are

located 8 camel figures, 5 horses two of them have riders, while the second site
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Site 210-28 S
This site is called (Haradh) and is located at about 10 km southeast of the
village of Haradh in Wadi Haradh towards the right side and contains 3 Kufic

inscriptions.

Site 210-29 §

It is located in the area of al-Yamaniyah in Wadi al-Kofu and is about 5 km
west of al-Yamaniyah to the right side of the Jeddah-al-Taif old road.

The site consists of two parts:

First part consists of 6 human figures in close association, 2 horses, & camels,
45 tribal symbols (Wusum) 5 unidentified figures.

The second part consists of 14 tribal symbols (Wusum), human figures and 2
camel figures

Site 210-30 S

It is situated about 2-3 km north-east of the previous site and consists of 3

Kufic inscriptions, 3 animal brands and one camel.
Site 210-31 §

It is located at about 1 km north-west of the previous site and contains 4 Kufic

inscriptions which are not clear.
Site 210-32 8

It is located near the previous site at about 2 km north in Wadi al Kofu in

Yamaniyah and contains a Thamudic inscription. 3 clear Kufic inscriptions, 12
human figures, 4 horses, 35 animal brands, 6 ibex. two cows and two camels
Site 210-33 §

Located to the right of the previous site fowards south-east and about 350 m

away from it and contains 7 Kutic inscriptions and 7 animal brands
Site 210-34 S

[t is located at about 2 km east of the previous site in the same Wadi al-Kofu tc

the left facing south and contains 4 unclear animal brands, probably these arc

new symbols.
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symbols, 6 unclear tribal brands and 2 Thamudc inscriptions are located from the

site.

Site 210-21 S
Located near road no.9 in Arafat about 2 km towards north on the right side of
the road in Wadi al-Khasrah and has two Kufic inscriptions one of which is quite

clear.
Site 210-22 §
This site is located near the previous site, but it is found on the other side of

the road towards west and consists of two undotted Kufic inscriptions, one of
which is clear and other unclear.

Site 210-23 §

It is located towards north of Makkha al Mokarramah on the road to the sheep

market in Wadi Shoab and consists of 4 undotted Kufic inscriptions.
Site 210-24 §
It is located in the same area of previous site at al-Usaylah in Wadi Shoaib and

is about 5 km north-east of the previous site. The sites is called al-Wajrah al
Sagheera. There are 50 Kufic inscriptions, two of them are dated, one belongs to
80 AH and the other 98 AH.

Site 210-25 S

Located near the previous site about 300 m towards north-west and contains

only one Kufic inscription.

Site 210-26 S

Located at Wajrah al Kabeerah north-east of Makkah al Mokarramah and is
about 400 to 300 meters away from the previous site. It contains 8 Kufic

inscriptions one of which is a Quranic verse “Al-Wagqiah™.
Site 210-27 S
It is called al-Rasheedi and is located north-east of al-Baroud at about 15 km

and is registered in Atlal, the Journal of Saudi Arabian Archaeology. 3 animal

brands and 6 Kufic inscriptions are located on the site.



ATLAL 16 PART-Il -The Rock Art and Epigraphic Survey of Nlakkah Region 66

Site 210-16 S
Located in the same area of site no. 210-17. It is a single rock on which 3

camels and 7 unidentified animal brands are located.

Site 210-17 S (A).

The name of the site is Dagm al - Awayid and is located in Wadi Yalamlam

and consists of two undotted Kufic inscriptions and 11 triabl symbols (Wusum)..
Site 210-17 S (B)

The site consists of a cemetry namd Magbarat Hamdana located southwest of

Shuwaq and consists of 10 tomb stones, 1wo of them are not clear.
Site 210-18 S
It is called Khalafa and is located in Wadi Yalamlam at its right side, and

consists of a camel and an unclear Kufic inscription.
Site 210-19 8

The site is called Qaran located in the area of Jabal Jahba’a Qiran Umm al

Kotob and is located in the area of U’dal. It consists of 12 human figures, 6
camels, 3 snakes and 35 animal brands and two donkeys.
(B) Makkah al Mokarramah Area

The survey was started around Makkah al Mokarramah, and the research was

concentrated on the inscriptions and rock art located in the east, south-east and
north-cast of the city of Makkah, and around the holy places of Arafat and Muna.
Later the survey was conducted in the areas under Makkah situated to the north
on the Makkah-Medinah al Munawarrah highway.

Due to the importance of Makkha al Mokarramah from the religious and
historical point of view in addition to its physical, topographical and geological
compositions of the rocks the area is rich in inscriptions and petroglyphs
particularly the early Islamic inscriptions. Thus, 36 sites have been recorded
which date back to several cultural periods.

Site 210-20 S

The site is located in Wadi Malkan at about 40 km on the right side off the
Makkah - Jeddah highway. 13 camels, 18 cattle, 14 goats and dogs, 3 figures or
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Site 210-8 §

Located in Wadi Bani Yazeed and contains 23 human figures riding on the

horses and helding lancers in addition to 23 horses, two donkeys and 2 tribal

symbols (Wusum).

Site 210-9 S

Located in Saleema in Bani Yazeed and contains 4 horses and two donkey
figures.

Site 210-10 S

The name of the site is al-Jama’a Suq Bani Yazeed and located south-west of

(Markaz Imarat Bani Yazeed) at about 17 km. The site contains 12 camel and
ibex figures, 11 human figures, some riders and others on foot and 10 tribal
symbls (Wusum).

Site 210-11 8

The name of the site is Suq Bani Yazeed and is located at about half kilometer

from the (Imara) building. Five human figures, 4 and one unclear figure are
located on the site.

Site 210-12 §

The name of the site is Qarn al-Tira’a in Bani Yazeed and is located in Wadi

Haswa . It consists of an undotted early Kufic inscription, 12 camels, four of
them with riders, in addition to 4 tribal symbols and 5 human figures.

Site 210-13 S

It is the site of al-Sarcen tombs and is located west of the village of al-Wasqa’a

and consists of 27 tomb-stones, one of which is dated 5th century Hegra.
Site 210-14 S
The name of the site is Al-Dwerej Katab and is located west of the village of

Yalamlam.Three oxen, 3 horses, 67 animal brands and 3 Kufic inscriptions are
located on this site.

Site 210-15 S

The site is called Jabal al-Dwerej Kotob and is located in Yalamlam.The

inscriptions and petroglyphs are created by pecking and consists of 8 human
figures, 4 ibex, 25 animal brands, 18 horses and 3 Thamudic inscriptions.
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Registration and recording of archaeological sites in
Muhafazat al Laith:

Site 210-2 8

Known by the name of * al-As’ada” in Bani Aff northwest of Markaz “Tdhom”
and consists of 4 ibex and camel figures in addition to human and an unidentified
figure.

Site 210 -3 S

This site is called “Al-Khrrar™ and it is under Markaz [dhom consists of huge
open rocks and contains 2 human figures and two horse figures, 4 Wusum (
tribal symbols) and a Kufic undotted Islamic inscription.

Site 210-4 S

It is known as Sharaqib Sahba’a Bani Zubiyan near Markaz Idhom and
consists of 13 Wusum (tribal symbols) and probably a human figures or a date
free.

Site 210-5 5

Located in the same area of the previous site and consists of open igneous
rocks having 6 Wusum depicted by pecking the rock surface.

Site 210-6 S

Known by the name of Qdhaylan where a rock is called *Hajr Abu al Kotob™

and is located south of the Qdhaylan village and consists of 40 Wusum depicted
by engraving.

Site 210-7 S

Named Ruba al Kotob and is located in Wadi al Kafu in the Afif mountains
and consists of large number of Thamudic and Kufic inscriptions. For example
there are 46 anthropomorphic figures riding on the horses holding long lancers.
32 ibexes and 50 camels, 2 Kufic isncriptions. Thamudic inscription and one

pentagonal and one hexagonal stars and a horse.



The Rock Art and Epigraphic Survey
of Makkah Area

Dr. Ibrahim al-Ruseni, Dr. Majeed Khan, M. al-Salook, Saud F. al-
Shuwaish, Khaled M. Eskoubi, Farhan al-Zamil, Anis M.A. Khattab,
Abdurehman al-al-Kharboush, Adil A. Qadi

This was the 8th. season of the rock art and ancient inscriptions survey
program of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The survey was started from al-Laith district and its environs which included
the hilly regions extending from north to south and coastal area of the Red Sea.

The are of Makkah al Mokaramah included in this survey consisted of Mina.
Arafat, the Makkah al Mokarramah highway, Taif, al-Jamoom, Khulayis and
Raha’at.

A. Muhaffazat al Laith (al-Laith district) :

It is located south of Makkah al Mokarramah and geographically is divided
into two regions: The coastal areas in the west and the chain of mountains which
runs from south to the north. It has plenty of rock art and ancient inscription sites.
Most of these mountains are composed of igneous rocks. The man used these
rocks to depict the fighting scenes, animals, birds and the plants of that
environment, and weapons as well as the figures of the sun, stars and other
objects.

Nineteen sites were recorded from Muhaffazat al - Laith and the regions under
it. These represent different sites and contents and a variety of subjects. For
example some sites contains a variety of petroglyphs, inscriptions and various
human and animal figures, weapons and other objects while some others are not
clear and cannot be identified.

While regarding the time period these figures date back to various periods
from the pre-Islamic (Thamudic and other inscriptions) to early Islamic period.

There are large number of horse riders holding weapons such as long lancers.
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e Excavation stages:
|. Comprehensive photography.
2. Cleaning of the upper surface.
3. Digging up to 15 cm. and location of some small rocks but no
artifacts.
5 Continuation of excavation up to 35cm.and appearance of yellow soil
and pebbles but no objects.
6. Further excavation up to 60 cm. The color of soil changed to mud color
and appeared stones planted in the soil.
7. Continuation of digging until the depth of 125 cm. Appeared pieces of
bones mixed in the soil but no artifacts.
8. Collected samples of soil for analysis.

9. Cleaning of the virgin soil.

The Results

Bones of an unidentified animal are found in the pit of the stone structure The
bones were mostly perished and very fragile.

[t appears that it was a burial of some sacred animal, which was buried just
like humans with large circular structure and a deep pit in the center covered by a

cap.
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2. Digging up to 25 c¢m. where appeared large flat stones in the body of the
structure. No objects or archaeological remains could be found. Thus the tail

consisted of large stones placed vertically in two rows filled with rubble.

Sounding at Aqba Rub’a Taqara
217-44 F

The site chosen for excavation is located at Rub’a Tagara, which is one of the
stations on the ancient trade route.

The site is located on the northeast side of the track about 5 m apart. It
consisted of the following:

I. A cluster of nine stone cairn or circular stone structures built with the local
stones. Their diamater vary between 4-10 m., while the diamater of the rim from
inside vary between 1-2 m. and the height between 20-80 c¢m.

2. The stone structures are rectangular in shape and connected directly with the
stone circles.

3. 3 Thamudic inscriptions, 3 tribal symbols and 2 Kufic inscriptions are
located on the site.

4. The long stone walls were connected with the stone circles.

5. The site covers an area of 100 m x 75m on which rocks were scattered every

where on the surface but no surface objects are found.

Description:

* Measurements: The outside diameter 5.20 m, diameter of the rim from
inside 2.25 m and the height 0.5cm. from the surface of the ground.

* The circular stone structure steps and slabs were made of the local
stones of different size and shapes, the plaster was used to join the rocks and
to fixed them with the wall of one layer, 90 em. long and 40 cm. high.

* Reasons of choosing circular stone structure for excavation:

1. The preservation of wall in its original shape.

2. The connection of circular structure with the wall.

3. Strategic location.
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Measurements : The outer diameter 6.5 m, the diameter of the interior rim
1.5m, and height 0.75 cm.
Description: Built with local regular shaped rocks at the top and rubble
stones placed around it. A tail like structure was associated with it at its north-
eastern side. It was 6 m long, 0.30 cm. wide and 0.25 ¢cm high.
Reasons for choosing :
1. It was located in the middle of several stone structures.
2. It was preserved in its original shape.
3. ]t was associated with a tail like structure.
Excavation stages:
1. Photographing the site in general.
2. Cleaning the first layer.
3. Digging until the depth of 10 cm.
4. Measuring the diameter of the rim (2 meter).
5. Digging until 20cm.This layer contained stones and remains of plants.
9. At a depth of 35 cm., located a cylindrical shaped carved stone. The stone is
9 c¢m. in thickness and 12cm.in diameter. It is probably a grinding stone for
cereals. Two parts of the same type of oval shaped stones are found on the
same site.
10.Continued digging up to 40 cm. nothing appeared.
11.At a depth of 70 cm appeared the virgin soil.

Results

a. Did not find any pottery.
b. No objects except the stone mentioned above could be located.

c. Did not find any archaeological remains, ashes or bones etc.

A circular stone structure measuring 2.80 cm. long, 0.50 ¢cm. wide. was dug. It

was situated at the north end where a tail like structure was attached to the cairn.

The stages:
1. Cleaning and detailed photography.



ATLAL 16 PART- Il -Ancient Trade Route Survey 59

It is located at 18°, 347, 181" N latitudes and 43°,017,439” E longitudes at a
height of 6187 feet above sea level and at a distance of about 7 km. west of the
cemetery of Wadi Nakhla.

It is a valley covered with different kind of trees and continues until the last
point of the village of Yu'ri. The road disappeared here as it passes from the

middle of the valley.

28-Yu'ri
Site no. 217-53 F

It lies between 18°, 407, 1477 N latitudes and 42°, 597, 283" E longitudes at a
height of 4729 above sea level and at a distance of about 1.5 km. north of the

previous site.
It is a small village located on the route which runs between Bin Hashbal to

Khamis Mushayt and is considered as one of the stations located on the trade

route.
No archaeological remains could be located on the site. This was the last point
where this season’s ( 1417AH) survey was terminated.

Sounding at al-Qarara

Site no. 217-25F

It is located west of the trade route and west of J abal Qarara at Saeed al Hamra.

The site contains several towers in an area of voleanic rocks. Large number of
stone circles are scattered in the area. A test excavation or the sounding was
carried out in a stone circle from its northeastern side. Another stone circle was
chosen from excavation about 10 meters apart from the first one, and similar in
shape and size 1o it; while at the southeastern side another structure was selected
for sounding located at 8.5 m apart from the previous one.

The land is flat and muddy with stones and many thorny bushes but no objects
are located on the surface.

The stone structure: It is located 27m.southwest of the track.



ATLAL 16 PART- Il -Ancient Trade Route Survey 58

Two wells are located in the middle of Wadi al Khalegj, first in the eastern side
of the wadi which is destroyed from its north-western side. The water is found at
a depth ot 4 meters; while the second well is located towards north-west of the
first well and surrounded by a new concrete wall, It is still in use by the local
inhabitants. In addition to the wells three ferns are located on the ground made of
pottery, two of them are destroyed and the third in the northwest of the valley is
60 c¢m. in diameter.

The architectural units found on the site consist of two buildings located at the
southeastern part of the valley. The foundations of the two buildings consisted of
three rooms, besides each other and similar in size and measurements. The
second unit is situated at 9.85 m south of the other unit and consists of the
foundations of five rooms, four courtyards and a circular stone structure.
Regarding the rock art and the inscriptions, some petroglyphs, tribal symbols and
carly inscriptions are located on the site.

The surface collection consisted of unglazed pottery sherds, glass pieces,
steatite stone, metal pieces and a piece of granite rock.

26 - Wadi Nakhla Cemetry
Site no. 217 -51F

It is located at 18°,337,328” N latitudes and 43°, 037, 742" E longitudes at a
height of 6187 feet above sea level and at a distance of 7 km. northwest of Kutna.

This site consists of a number of Islamic graves spread in an area of 900 m x
200 m. The cemetery is located besides the trade route towards northwestern side
of Kutna on the way to Yu'ri. At Wadi Nakhla tombs are located on the western
side of the valley.

Some of these graves are dug into the dry hard land and covered by a large
rock while some are built on the ground with a height of one meter. A few
petroglyphs and Kufic inscriptions are located on the site.

27 - Wadi al-Ghol
Site no. 217 - 52 F
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Itis located at 18°, 187, 818~ N latitudes and 43°, 14’ , 883" E longitudes at
a height of 6893 fect above sea level at about 3 km north of Rub’a Tagqara.

It is a wide sandy valley filled with trees and a garden. Petroglyphs, tribal
symbols and stone caim are located on the track which is cut by a new paved
road running between Sarat Ubaida and Markaz Hajrat Zuhair.

23 - Umm al- Qassas
Site no. 217 48 F

It lies between 18°, 257, 660~ N latitudes and 43°,097, 874" E longitudes at
a height of about 6892 feet above sea level and at a distance of 5 km north of
wadi Turaib.

It is located in a wide valley between the high hills on both sides. This is the
Junction point at the end of the valley and the beginning of the desert al-Qa’a.

On this site several rectangular stone structures, a mosque , petroglyphs of
animal figures, tribal symbols, inscriptions and Kufic inscriptions are located

24 - Abar Al- Hafayer
Site n0. 217 -49 F

It lies between 18°, 297, 2197 N latitudes and 43°, 067, 306" E longitudes at a
height of 6725 feet above sea level.

A group of wells are located at the south-eastern side of Sehal al Qa’a and At
about 50 km north of Khamis Mushayt, five of which are old and 4 are in use
until now.

25 - Kutna
Site no. 217 - 50 F

It is located at 18°, 317, 7557 N latitudes and 43°, 047, 935~ E longitudes
located at a height of 5782 feet above sea level, at about 5 km north-east of Abar
al-Hafayer wells south of the Wadi al Khaleej. The site consists of the following:

1. Wells

2. Ferns

3. Architectural units

4. Inscriptions and petroglyphs

3. Surface objects
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The length of the visible track here is 20.5 m and 4.5 m wide. Most parts of the
track are destroyed due to the construction of a new road.
To the east of the track a praying place is located while a Kufic inscription and

a circular stone structure.

19 - Wadi al-Mar’agh
Site no. 217 -24 F

It lies at 18°, 197, 1577 N latitudes and 43°, 197, 157 E longitudes at a
height of 6563 feet above sea fevel and at a distance of 1.7 km. north of ai-
Muzabiyah.

The track passes through a valley where Kufic inscription, a tribal symbol and
two stone structures are Jocated.

20 - Bir al-Urj’a
Site no. 217 - 34 F

Located at 18°, 12,9707 N latitudes and 43°, 197, 094~ E longitudes located
at a height of 6563 fect above sea level and at about 600 m from Wadi al-
Mar’agh.

It is a wadi having several palm and other kind of trees. The well is named
after the valley, and is built with local stones and dry masonry. Besides the well
four water tanks for the animals are located.

21 - Ree’ a Taqara
Site no. 217 -44 F

It lies between 18°, 147, 232 N latitudes and 43°, 187, 733" E longitudes at a
height of 6894 feet above sea level and at about 2.10 km north of Bir al-Ur}’a.

It is located at the end of the curve of the valley to the left of the track where &
circular stone structures are found in addition to two Thamudic inscriptions and
petroglyphs.

22 - Wadi Khadar
Siteno. 217 -45F
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It is located at 18°, 06*, 546” N latitudes and 43°, 24", 350" E longitudes at
a height of 7800 feet above sea level and at a distance of about 3 km. north of the
previous site al-Madraja.

Marjooma consists of a very large rock lying on the paved track which is
visible here and where several Kufic inscriptions, tribal symbols and human
figures are located.

15 - Wadi Qabr Kida
Site no. 217 - 38 F

It is located at 18°, 08’ , 083” N latitudes and 43°, 247 269" E longitudes at
a height of 6564 feet above seal level and at about 2 km. north of al-Marjooma.

The route runs in the valley between high hills where the remains of the track
are visible. A Kufic inscription is located here.

16 - Al-Jamalain
Site no. 217 -39 F

It lies between 18° 097, 053~ N latitudes and 43°,22", 5937 E longitudes at
a height of 6564 feet above sea level and at about 2 km. north of wadi Kida.

The track is visible here, where a circular stone structure, petroglyphs ,
inscriptions and tribal symbols are located.

17 - Wadi al- ‘Ashar
Site no. 217-40 F

It is located at 18°, 09/, 892 N latitudes and 43°, 227, 155" E longitudes at
a height of 6564 feet above sea level,

It is a valley and hilly terrain between the chain of mountains. The length of
the visible track is 266 m and 3-5 m wide. Several inscriptions, petroglyphs and
tribal symbols are located on the site.

18 - Al- Muzabiyah

Site no. 217-41F

It lies between 18°, 117, 394 N latitudes and 43° 20", 153”7 E longitudes at
a height of 6563 feet above sea level and at about 3.5 km. north of Wadi al-
Asbhar.
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It lies at 18°, 027, 256" N latitudes and 43°, 277 ,928” E longitudes at a height
of 7450 feet above sea level and at about 4.5 km. north-west of Markaz al Faydh.

On this site the track is clearly visible which is north- northwest oriented at
Khabt al Salman runs towards “Salaf Awaj”. A number of human and animal
figures are located on the site.

11 — “Agbat Salaf Awaj
Site no. 217 - 34 F

Located at 18°, 037, 188~ N latitudes and 43°, 26", 760”E longitudes at a
height of 5915 feet above sea level and at a distance of about 2 km. from Bahra.

The track does not appear on this site but several circular stone structures and
20 late Islamic graves are found here.

12 - Rub’a bin Maljad
Site no.217-35F

Located at 180°, 037 7707 N latitudes and 43°, 26, 202" E longitudes at a
height of 6170 feet above sea level and at a distance of about 2 km. northwest of
Salaf Awaj.

The track is visible on this site which is 6 m wide and supported by side rocks.
A number of circular stone structures, mostly destroyed, are located on the cast
side of the track.

13 - Al-Madraja
Site no. 217 -36 F

Lies at 18°, 57, 4557 N latitudes and 43°, 24, 750" E longitudes at a height
of 7800 feet above sea level and at about 7.5 km. from the previous site of Rub’a
bin Maljad.

The track is visible here. It runs between the high mountains and is paved with
stones and supported by side rocks but is partly destroyed and damaged on
several places. The track in this area is about 580 m long and 2 to 6 meter wide.
Several petroglyphs, early Islamic inscriptions and tribal symbols are located on
the site.

14 - al-Marjooma
Site no. 217 -37F
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Located at 17°, 537, 202” N latitudes and 43¢, 297, 5777 E longitudes at a
height of 7785 feet above sea level at about § km. north-east of the previous site.

The site is spread in an area of 700 m x 500 m and contains several circular
stone structures in addition to 79 graves scattered on the ground at different
heights. Several petroglyphs, Thamudic inscriptions and tribal symbols are also
registered from the site.

7 - Wadi Ugdaht “ Saroom”

Site no. 217 -30 F

Located at 17°, 55, 036” N latitudes and 43° 287, 204" E longitudes at a
height of 741 feet above sea level and at about 7 k. north of the previous site.

On this site there are several buildings and farms on both sides of the valley
covered with al-Talha trees.. The track disappeared as it passes through the
valley and no archaeological remains are located on the site.

8 - Al-Salateen “Wadi Saroom”

Site no.217-31 F

It lies between 17°, 587, 425 N latitudes and 43°, 28", 575" E longitudes at a
height of 7450 feet above sea level and at about 9 km. north of the previous site
of Wadi Ugdah Saroom.

This site is located in a valley which extends from al-Ugqdha to Markaz al-
Faydh. The length of the valley is about 18 km. and consists of several smalil
villages.

9 - Markaz al-Faydh
Site no.217-32F

Located at 18°, 00", 933~ N latitudes and 43°, 277, 712" E longitudes at a
height of 7450 feet above sea level and at a distance of about 9 km. north of al-
Salateen.

It is about 12km.from Khamis Mushayt-Najran  highway.The track
disappeared in this area. The land is semj flat and mountains are located on its
both sides.

10 - Bahra in Khabnt al-Salman
Site no. 217 -33 F
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It is located between 152°, 487, 17”7 N latitudes and 218° 297, 43”7 L
longitudes at a height of 7610 above sea level and at about 4.5 km. away from
Wadi Thalla. The track is visible on this site up to 1.5 km. which runs on the high
mountain on its steep surface. The route here is paved with supported rocks on
both sides. There are several destroyed and abandoned structures in addition to
circular stone structures, praying place with a small niche or Mehrab located on
the western side of the route.

3 - Wadi al Mukhtalaf
Site no. 217- 26 F

It is located at 104°, 497, 177 latitudes, 161° 297 43" E longitudes at a
height of 7637 above sea level, and at about 6 km. north of the previous site.

It is a valley from which passes the trade route which is green and full of trees
on both sides. It is devoid of any archaeological remains, rock art or inscriptions.

4 - Wadi Aqaq
Site no. 217 -27F

It is located between 17°, 157, 07N latitudes and 43°, 29", 0”E longitudes at
a height of 7514 above sea level and at about 4 km. north of Wadi al Mukhtalf.

The site is situated between Wadi al - Mukhtalif to the south and Wadi al-
Manshar to the north .The water flows from Wadi Agaq to Wadi Milah. With the
exception of a restored well no archacological remains could be found here..

S - Wadi al- Manshar
Siteno. 217 -28 F

Located at 17°. 527, 450”N Latitudes and 43°, 277, 590”E longitudes at a
height of 7840 above sea level and at abcut 5.5 km. north-northwest of Wadi
Aqag.

The route runs through a valley in the mountainous arca which contains high
concentration of al-Talha trees. The track disappeared in the valley. Several
circular stone structures are scattered in the area but no rock art or inscriptions
could be located.

6 - Jabal Gharabat al-Hasas
Site no. 217 -29F



The Ancient Trade Route Survey
The Yemeni Pilgrimage Route

Second Phase 1417 AH

Abdullah S.Al-Rashid, Dr. Mohammad A. al-Tuniyan,
Dr. Majeed Khan

In continuation to the activities of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and
Museums the survey of ancient Trade Route or upper part of the Yemeni
Pilgrimage route was started from the village of “Al- Salh’a”, which was the last
point where the first survey in 1409 AH was terminated ( Atlal vol.11). This
year’s survey (1417 AH), was conductd until the village of “Yu’ri” located north-
west of the city of Khamis Mushayat.

The total distance which was surveyed between the sites of Qariyat al Talha
and Qariyat al Yu’ri is about 160 km. 30 sites were registered along the route
running from south-east to north-west.

The sites located in the Asir region are as follows:

1 - Wadi Thal’a
Site no. 217 -24 F

Lies between 17°, 487, 014 N latitudes and 43°, 307, 004” E longitudes at
the height of 7055 above sea level. The site is located at about 4km.north of
Markaz al-Talha’a.

At the site the paved track disappeared due to the main stream of the valley but
a number of rock art site and inscriptions, such as ancient Arabic (Thamudic) and
early Kufic were recorded.

2 - Agb’at al-Qarara
Site no. 217-25F
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10 — Darb al-Qom Crossing

It is the second crossing located opposite to the previous crossing in the Shoaib
Abu al-Sadr and is situated besides Khashm al Wadniyah . It is located at
25°237,0” N latitudes and 45°,537,0” E longitudes.

The track is built with rough and irregular rocks an leads to the track located at
the west and than to the Abu al-Sadr crossing.

11 — Wadi Maleeh Crossing

This crossing is located in the middle of Malech valley where are located some
antiquities and paved road built with uncarved and irregular stones. This crossing
leads to various tracks going to Malham, al-Qareena and Huraimla as this valley
is located betwzen the towns of al-Qareena and Malham. It’s coordinates are 25°,
107, 1347 N latitudes and 46°, 82’ , 46” E longitudes.



ATLAL 16 PART-ll -Report on the Survey of Al Riyadh Region 48

4 — Fahreen Crossing

This crossing goes over the crossing of Aba al-Ghabtan towards the village ot
Dha'ra and is located between 24°, 547, 07 N latitudes and 45° 54’07 Lk

longitudes.

5 — Haneen Crossing

It is located south of al-Ahaisi crossing or al-Haysiyah. It is now destroyed.

6 — Al-Ahasi or al-Ahsiyah Crossing

This track is mostly destroyed now due to he car tracks which were used
before the construction of the paved road.

7 — Al-Tarmani Crossing

This track passed through Huraimla and goes towards the towns of al-Awainar
and al-Bara and is mostly destroyed due to the construction of highway over it.

8 -Abu Kadada Crossing

This crossing is located besides al-Tarmani and most of it is destroyed due to
he use of cars.

9 — Abu al-Sadr Crossing

This crossing is located in the middle of Shoaib valley which is also called
Wadi Abual Sadr and it runs via the west of the town of Thadiq at about 7 km.
This valley contains some wells and mud palaces which were built besides the
farms which were cultivated by the people of Thadig. These were built for living
and protecting the farms.

This crossing is located in the north eastern chain of the valley or the north
eastern plateau. The coordinates are 25°257 0 N latitudes and 45°, 38", 0" E
longitudes.

This was the crossing for camels and caravans and was connected with the
trade routes coming from al-Hejaz and going to the east of the Peninsula. This
crossing was used for along time and is still used until now by the people of the
desert who used animals for transportation. It was built with rough and irregular

stones and has a circular tower as a sign of the track.
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mountains and built and maintained the buildings during these long period of
history. These routes reached to Jabal al A’aridh and then branched in different
directions to various towns and cities of Jabal Tuwaiq. During the archaeological
survey of the Riyadh area the survey team registered and documented a number
of crossing roads as follows:

I — Musayt Crossing

This crossing is located after the Aba al Qad crossing and facing the town of
al-Mazahamiyah and passed through Laban valley directing towards thecity of ar-
Riyadh and is located on the coordinated 24°, 347, 291" N latitudes and 46°,
217,515 E longitudes.

Until now most of the buildings on this crossing are clear and in good
condition. In their construction carved and regular stones were used. Some of the
buildings are fell down due to rain and other natural factors. Debris, mud and
rocks are spread and fell down from the higher arcas to lower areas it is why the
tracks are no more in use since long.

2 — Darb Zubaydha Crossing

This track leads towards al-Mazahamiyah both from the higher and the lower
areas and crossing Labn valley it goes to al-Riyadh. This track is also built in the
same manner and with he same rocks which were used on the Musayt track.. It is
located on 24°,347 30" N latitudes and 46°, 20, 3157 E longitudes.

Sheikh Abdullah Mohammad bin Khamis mentioned an Islamic inscription on
this road but we could not find it.

3 — Aba al Ghabtan Crossing

It is located after the crossing of Zubaydha. The track is zigzag and crosses the
al-A’ridh mountains. It is similar to the previous crossing but is prominent in its
narrowness and less buildings as compared to the last al-A’ridh crossing. It is
called Aba al-Ghabtan because carrying heavy loads on camel was difficult and
dangerous while ascending and descending through this track. It is located
between 24°, 547 820 N latitudes and 46°, 027, 163” E longitudes.
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of the mosque and to the southern side of the mosque there is a rectangular
shaped building measuring 3m X 3m.

Behind the northern wall of the palace and near the farms there is a rectangular
hole in the rock. It is like a cistern to collect water. On both the northern and
southern sides far from the palace there are a few stone foundations indicating the
presence of a room probably for the animals. To the south cast of the Mushrif
palace is located another palace built with stones but now destroyed and is
similar to Mushrif palace. It is called al-Hadama palace and between these two
palaces located in the middle of the valley an old farm and water canals built with
stones which are also used in the building of the palaces.Also located a number
of circular towers on the heights and some mud buildings and ancient wells and
some of these are still in use.

Jabal Tuwaiq Crossing Roads

It is well known that Jabal Tuwaiq also called as al-A’ridh occupies a major
tand mass in the middle of Najd and most of the scttlements are located in the
middle or around it at the south and north west. Jabal (mountain) Tuwaiq is
composed of calcarious rocks towards its south and west. These are high hills and
hardly access able, therefore, therefore, the local residents used to follow the
trade and pilgrimage routes to pass through it to reach their settlements located
on these mountains. It is well known that there were several trade routes which
pass through central Arabia leading to north, south and west to east. On these
routes are crossing roads at the south and west which lead to other settlements in
the Arabian Peninsula. The oldest of these settlements is Hijr or ar-Riyadh
which is located in the middle of the plateau of al-Aridh mountains. Those old
settlements represent the ancient Arabian civilizations which developed in the
north, south, west and east. The Islamic and Arabian civilizations were together
linked with trade and pilgrimage routes which led to the neighboring countries.
As the mountain range of al-Aridh 1s located in the middle of all the routes from
west to east and north to south which pass through these ancient settlements to
take water, food and other neccassatics as well as the pilgrims during the early

Islamic period. Thus, the people of those settlements opened roads from these
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In Wadi Saff’ar which is located south of the town of Dirriyah and runs from
west to east and fell in Qadi Hanifa is registered a number of petroglyphs and
Thamudic letters on a group of rocks. The coordinates of the sites are 24 %427 0"
N latitudes and 46 °297 0~ E longitudes.

These inscriptions and petroglyphs will be studied again and will be published
later after analysis.

Al-Tarmani

This is an old archaeological site located on the higher area and consists of a
number of palaces built with stones some of them are destroyed and only
foundations are visible but some are stili preserved. The palace the ruins of
which are still found on the site is called Mushrif. This palace is built on the
curve of the hill overlooking the valley of al-Tarmani towards east. It has a small
entrance at the west led by a small passage of 2 meter width. The palace is
rectangular in shape (13 m x 10 m). On the southwestern corner is a circular
tower of 4 m. diameter. The palace is built with stones some part of the walls are
plastered with mud from outside. It is observed that all the wall is covered by
mud plaster and is still preserved after so many years of ecological factors such
as wind and rain etc. There is only one entrance to the palace located at the west
above which is an arch. This door leads to a passage 2 meter wide and is located
south of a rectangular room measuring 5m X 4m it leads to the second room and
is divided in two sections by a pillar perhaps it had also arches over it as there are
rectangular projections in the eastern and western walls of the room and in
between them are two circular pillars. Above this room towards north there is a
rectangular room open towards the passage leading to the door. It is 5m x3m and
above this room is a passage, 3m long and 2 m wide divided into two parts. The
western part of this passage contains a stairway leading to the roof, while the
eastern part leads o a rectangular room 5m x3m in size. While the north western
corner of the palace contains two rooms divided by a fallen wall. In the southern
part there are two rooms measuring 7m x 3m and to the west of the Mushrif
palace there is a small mosque with a niche. The area of the mosque is 12m long
from north to south and 14 m from east to west, has two pillars holding the roof
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7. Baldit Banban Barrier

In the valley of Banban and coming from the north of the old town is located a
water barrier. It is built with semi dressed stones and nothing is left from this wall
except the southern part which is 37 meter long and approximately 2 meter wide.
This terrace stepped upward from the base with six layers and at some places it
has five terraces.

To the north of this barrier is located another barrier nothing is left from it
except some parts of the upper terrace and it is built with the same material and in
the same shape and style like that of he previous barrier.

Rock Art

Ar-Riyadh region is poor in rock art and inscriptions. During this season a
number of Thamudic and other inscriptions are documented. Some of these
inscriptions are located in Wadi Maleeh which are listed below:

Wadi Maleeh

This valley is located between the village of al-Qareena and the town of
Malham. The stream runs from northwest to southeast until it fell into the
Malham valley. Three inscriptions are located here. First inscription is found on a
rock similar to that of a camel hump and located in the middle of the Maleeh
between the coordinates 25 °, 10,1217 N latitudes and 46 °,07.467” L
longitudes.

The second site consists of petroglyphs of square shaped figures located north
west of the first inscription in between coordinates 25°, 107, 157 N latitudes and
46 °, 07" ,290” E longitudes.

The third inscription is located on an irregular shaped rock and is probably a
Thamudic tomb stone.

An unclear Thamudic inscription is located on the top of the mountain near the
Malham dam between the coordinates 25°, 08", 0~ N latitudes and 46°, 14", 0"
E longitudes.
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to rain water. The second wall runs from north to south cutting the valley and the
reason was to stop the water behind and consisted of seven stone courses. The
third runs from this wall at this northern. curve running from south east to north
west.

3. The water barriers located in the town of Huraimla:

Most of these barriers are located in the town of Huraimla and many of these
are located in the old farms, around the old city center. The local people called it
al-Wadhima due to the distribution of rain water inside the farms and were built
in the same style and shape with dressed stones, layer by layer, but in the town of
Huraimla and Salbuk this type was highly developed. There were rocks in the
walls for opening and closing the holes.

4. The water barriers located at Malham:

The first one is located west of the Malham and west of the dam. It is built
with carved and regular stones and the reason was to collect the water from the
valley and distribute it in the northern farms of the Malham valley during rains.

3. Shoaib al Khuwaish Barrier:

This valley is located west of the town of Malham, and runs from west to east.
The barrier wall is located on the upper part of the valley and is 40 meter long
and 2.5 meter wide. It consists of seven courses of semi-dressed stones. The
thickness of each course vary between 15-20 cm. The lower courses are
prominent or projected outside from the wall by 7-10 cm. This wall is now
destroyed from the middle.

6. Wadi Salboukh Barrier:

This barrier is located in the valley east of the town of Salboukh. The valley
runs from north to south and the barrier wall is oriented from east to west cutting
the valley. It consists of seven courses and is built with carved and regular stones
and is 1.80 meter wide and 40 meter long from east to west. There is a branch of
I8 meter long built at the west side of the stream of the valley. Around this wall
runs the excessive water of the valley stream after stopping in the middle of the
valley and from here the water goes to the farms and the date trees of Salboukh in
the west.
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measured 27 m., and from east to west itis 25 m. Over the said mound we have
located a number of glazed and unglazed pottery sherds, some steatite stones and
glass pieces of Islamic period. This building date back to early Islamic period.
The team stopped at the old town of Banban which consists of very small mud
houses date back to the late historic periods and need complete architectural

erection.

Water Barriers in the Riyadh Area

in the Riyadh region a large number of water barriers have been documented
and registered by the survey team during the comprehensive archaeological
survey of the area in 1417 AH. It is observed that many people think these as the
dams but as a matter of fact these are only water barriers. The reason of the
location of these water barriers was to catch the water so that the upper or the
higher areas could receive water for irrigation and supplying water to the farms
{ocated far away from the stream of the valley.

These water barriers means the construction of walls in the middle of the
valley and were built behind the farms to control rain water in the valleys and
most of these were built with carved stones of different size.

1. Barriers at the site of al-Bulaydah:

These barriers were built with carved and regular stones. At some places these
are buried due to silt deposit. Some other are prominent with several layers and 1t
is due to the high rain fall in he area. These are prominent architectural elements
on the site running from north o south opposite the stream in the valley which

runs from east to west.

2. The barriers in the valley of the town of Raghba:

It is located in the south west of the town. This barrier is located in the valley
and consisted of walls connected together with towers which are circular at the
base and funnel shaped at the top. It is built with red dressed stones and consisted
of seven layers in one of the three walls. First wall runs from south to east along

with he stream which is now closed with mud. The lower part of it is exposed due



ATLAL 16 PART-ll -Report on the Survey of Al Riyadh Region 4]

buried now. It is said that the water was supplied to the palace from this well. The
local people say that Ibn A’ati had camels and goats in Huraimla. If any thing
wrong happered than those towers were the source of sending news from that
place to the palace in the fastest way. The fire was burned in the night and smoke
in the day. The soldiers come out of the palace in the quickest possible time to
defend. Opposite to this tower in the northern area and overlooking the town here
are two circular towers built in the same manner Jike the southern tower. One of
these eastern towers is located at the beginning of the town and the other
southern one, at the end of the town. Around the western tower in the northern
area on the higher surface of the mountain is located a system of controlling
rainwater. This water system was build with small rocks in three layers each does
not increase the height of 50 cm..

In Malham, the old wall was registered which was built with mud and is called
“Sur Madrabiya” . It is located south west of the old town of Malham and is
situated between 25°,08” . 07 N latitudes and 46°, 16’ ,0” E longitudes

Also most of the architectural units were recorded which are still preserved in
the old town. Most of the buildings are destroyed due to the construction of new
roads and alsc due to the migration of the people. These buildings need
documentation and complete restoration.

To the north west of the town of Malham is located a site which contains
building foundations built with stones although it was a settled area but no
pottery sherds could be located for relative dating. Only the stone foundations of
the buildings are found on the site. This site is called “Shoaib al-Rakiyat” and is
situated between 25°, 08’ N latitudes and 46°, 16" E longitudes.

Banban:

After the town of Malham the team moved to survey the town of Banban
where we have registered and documented the site of a palace or fort. Nothing
left from this building except the corner angles which consisted of huge
rectangular shaped towers with remaining walls of about 2 meters hi gh. There are
three towers inside them is located a large archaeological mound resulted by the
falling of some parts of that buildings. The length from north to south is



ATLAL 16 PART-Il -Report on the Survey of Al —Riyadh Region 40

1 - Shubat Hasiyan

It is an old cemetery, some of the graves are fallen, located west of the town of
Malham in old valley around which are several farms, abandoned and not
farming now in them are more than 1,000 graves. It is located above a tributary
which fell into Malham valley. It is situated on the coordinates 25, 58 0 N
latitudes and 54, 15, 0 E longitudes.

2 - Umm Qabeer Cemetery

It is located north west of the town of Malham in which there are many old
graves and it is said that these face the direction of al-Quds (Jerusalem, the first
Qibla of Muslims later it was directed towards Makkah). There are more than 300
graves most of which are destroyed and fallen and the cemetery is no more in use
now.

3 - Umm Mabtakh Cemetry

This cemetery is located north west of the town of Malham and to he east of
Umm Qabeer graveyard. It is also said that this cemetery is directed towards
north that is al-Quds. It is abandoned now and is no more in use.

4 - Qasr ibn A’ati

The palace of Ibn A’ati was registered and documented which is located on the
upper inclined surface of the southern hill which is located in the south west of
the town overlooking the Malham valley. The coordinated are 25°, 08" N
latitudes and 46°, 15" E longitudes.

This palace has a passage from the east of the mountain. There is nothing left
from the palace except the exterior wall which was built with very large
untrimmed stones. It is surprising to see that how these big rocks were brought up
the mountain and how the palace was built on this mountain. To the north of this
mountain is located a circular tower with funnel shaped body. The one third of
the tower is build with irregular rocks and the last third part was completed with
mud and clay and was plastered with mud. The tower was used for watching and
defensive purpose. The town of Malham located below could be watched from
the tower. North of the tower and mid way from the mountain is located a well

between the rocks, nothing left from it except the circular rim as the well s
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said to be associated with Abu Resha. It is one of the most beautiful wells in the
Riyadh region. It is lined with limestone rocks and excellently carved.

Also, at the entrance of the town there is workshop for stone tools probably
this site date back to the palaeolithic period as there are large number of flints
used in the manufacturing of stone objects such as hand axes,, arrow heads and
flakes and scrapers etc.

The circular shaped towers located on the top of the high hills overlooking the
town are numerous and the reason for their construction was to defend the town.
The watch tower was built with stones and mud up to third of its height and the
rest was completed with mud and clay. There are some towers to the west, some
are circular and some rectangular and the towers at the east are located at a
distance so that from each tower one can see the other tower, which begins from
the town of Huraimla, passed through the twon of al-Qareena and reached to
Malham. There is a tower located south of the asphalt road going to he town of
Huraimla. It is a circular tower and 2 2 m. high, fallen down and above it is the
debris. It is a circular tower , built with very well carved stones. The entrance is
located at the northwest where a sounding was conducted long ago as there are
clear sings of digging at the entrance of the tower.

After the town of Huraimla the survey team moved to the town of al-Qareena
located northeast of Huraimla between the towns of Malham and Huraimla. In
this town large number of mud houses are located in addition to walls around the
old farms representing the old traditional Najdi agricultural system.

Most of the mud buildings are destroyed or fell down in this town and nothing
Except part of a wall of the old town, built with stones and he upper part of
which is composed of mud layers.

After the town of al-Qareena we went to Malham a town which was
mentioned by several historians it represents the old civilization of the area and
here we located three cemeteries facing towards al-Quds (Bait al Magqdas) which

were directing towards north. We shall mention these cemeteries in detail :
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The large number of stone artifacts suggest that it was probably a stone tool
manufacturing place. On the same hill joining the al-Ateck valley a large
circular stone building is located. the height of which in some places is 1m. and is
built with irregular stones from the same site. but no mud or plaster is found to
cement the stones or the layers at the top and base of the walls. This building was
for watching as it is located on the top of the hill overlooking the cities of Najd or
farms and is known among the locals with the name ol al-Mahayj1.

The area of the mountain al-Gharaba was surveyed which is located at the
west of the town of Thadiq where are located watch towers built with stones in
circular and conical shapes and some are like cairns. They wete probably used for
watching and information with special method as this hill is unique in the open
area and from here one could see all around as far as the town of Thadiq.

Al-Qama’i

It is a mountain located west of the town of Thadiq overlooking the open plain
land. It is a large and wide mountain the top of which is measured 10 m x 10 m
and increases little towards north west where a circular shaped building is built
with irregular stones and besides is located a stone structure with a Mehrab or
niche built with stones to indicate the direction of the Qibla. The place does not
allow more than three persons to pray. This site was a place of watching and
guarding the trade route and the agricultural farms in the area.

We have also registered a number of mud buildings in the town of Thadiq and
photographed the al-Maneezia and al-Uqda quarters and the al-Safala quarters
which consisted of walls, circular towers, palaces, houses and mosques.

Al-Shoaib

This region is located north west of the city of ar-Riyadh at about 80 km and
consists of three towns Huraimla, al-Qareena and Malham.

In the town of Huraimla we have registered and recorded the mosque of
Qrasha located in the middle of the old town beside the market. This mosque
represents a typical mud buildings in the middle of the Najd and particularly the
mosques in the Riyadh region. Also registered and documented the walls of the

old town. Most of the buildings are still present as well as an old well which is
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there except some foundations of outside walls, and remains of circular towers.
This Bilad al Sofla is older than the al-Hazm quarters .

To the north east of Raghba town there is a site called al-Uqdha or Qasr al
Uqdha in a small village known with the name of al-Nab’a, nothing left of this
palace except the outside walls and remains of some foundations, and a well
located at the northeast. At al-Nab’a is located an old mosque. It has been
restored and is still in use for prayer. The mosque and the palace are situated on
the following coordinates — 24°, 097, 748" N latitudes and 45° 487, 431”7 E
longitudes.

To the north west of the town of Raghba is located a site with three stone
structure called Khashaim al Mateena. To the west of the town of Raghba at
about 17 km some old archaeological sites are located consisting of room
foundations for the farms and are called al-Ba’] . These farms are destroyed only
the foundations are still preserved.

After the completion of the survey of al-Raghba town the team moved towards
Thadiq where the team recorded a number of sites:

Umm Aswas

It is located north west of the old town and is famous with this name due to
various building foundations and its old stone walls. One of the old men of the
town who accompanied as a guide told us that once he was traveling in the night
he reached to the above site and saw foundations of old houses but he could not
locate them. When we reached to that site nothing was found except sand dunes
as the site was covered with the sand. However, it must be mentioned here that
large number of cairn are located on the top of the mountain.

We have later registered the site of al-Ateek ( Shoiab wadi al Ateek) located at
the west of the town of Thadiq. It is a wide valley in which there are old palaces
and wells. Those palaces were located besides the old farms ( dry farming places
which were cultivated during rainy season only) which were used for living and
guarding the farms.

To the north of the al-Ateek valley on the inclined surface of the mountain

several stone objects were located in addition to some pieces of steatite sherds.
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D - Qasr Saud bin Faisal.

[t is a large palace (Qasr), built with mud with stone foundations. It is a big
palace with circular watch tower. A small mosque and the farms are still in use
until now. The investigations of the building suggest that these are very old and
the palace is located since long whose coordinates are 24 °, 567, 07 N latitudes
and and 45°, 557, 0”7 E longitudes.

E - Umm al — Hajayer

It is a red colored plateau located in the north east of th town of al-Bara and s
70 m high. There are circular stone structures with tails and is located on the
coordinates 24°. 587,419 N latitudes and 45°, 517, 555" F longitudes.

D - The Old Town of al-Bara

This site is the center of the old town of al-Bara, and consists of houses,
and old palaces built with mud. The streets are narrow and zig zag, some of
these are still preserved while others are destroyed due to the migration ot
residents to the new residential quarters and due to negligence in protection and
repairing of the old houses. All these houses. walls and buildings need
registration.

Some of the people transferred to the town of Raghba located north of the town
of al-Bara.This site is located on a prominent place between the regional towns.

Archaeological sites from the area were recorded. Raghba is an important site
where the people of the town restored, renovate and repair the old houses and
protect them such as the circular watch tower. It is 36 m high and consisted of six
circles inside is a stairway leading from the base to the top and the steps are built
with stones. The watch tower was used to supervise the open area surrounding
the town (see plate 70). It is located in the middle of a number of desert and
pilgrimage routes.

Also there are residential quarter of the old town of Raghba consisted of mud
buildings and are called al-Hazam. Most of the buildings are fallen down due to
the construction of an asphalt roads. The old mosque is still in use and is known
by the name of al-Ajlan Mosque and is considered as a prominent historic

building of the area. Al-Bilad al Sofla quarter is totally destroyed and nothing {eft
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effects of rain and wind. Under it is another layer about 12 e¢m. thick composed of
soft brown colored sand probably was a residential layer in the associated perjods
on that site then under this is a layer 30 cm. thick and consisted of the debris
pethaps from the appeared structures which are located during the excavations.
Some gypsum pieces were located there and under jt another layer 48 cm. thick
and consisted of soft sand. Under this there is another layer 33 c¢m. thick and
composed of scil and sand of yellow color.

SURVEY

The survey of the Riyadh area was started after the completion of 15 days
excavations on the site of al-Bulaydah east of the town of al-Mazahamiyah. The
survey started from al-Mahmal in the town of al-Bara and registered and
documented a number of early Islamic sites and other sites date back to a late
period. The sites located in the town of al-Bara are as follows:

A - The site of Hujela
Coordinates: 24°, 58, 0~ N latitudes and 45 %527, 0" E longitudes.

It is located south-east of the town of al-Bara and consisted of a buried well
and the remains of a farm. It was an old town probably date back to early Islamic
period. There is a saying that it was under the reign of Yayah bin Talib. This site
is located southwest of Jabal Tuwaiq (Al-Arid).

B - The site of al-Bulaydah
It is located east of al-Bara between 24 °, 517, 0” N latitudes and 45 °,55",0”E
longitudes.

It consisted of old well and the remains of old farm but no surface artifacts could
be located on the site.

C - Hasniyah
It is located east of the town of al-Bara between the coordinates 24 °, 56" 0" N
latitudes and 45°, 507, 0~ E longitudes and consists of a well lined by stones and
it appears to be an old building, around it are located new houses with several
rooms built with cement.
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broken pieces of bricks and the remains of ashes. coal located in between the
layers.

The eastern section a-d no.10 consisted of five layers. The first layer is a thin
layer of surface soil visible on the ground. The second layer consisted of soft
sand and soil probably resuited due to natural elements. The third layer is
composed of sand and soft soil in brown color while the fourth layer contained
brown colored sand. The fifth layer contained debris, mud and gypsum particles.
A mixture of ashes and coal also appeared in some burned places.

Square no. 52

This square is located at the east of the site and is far away from the squares
excavated earlier in the west of the site by 1.5 km. First we put a grid on the site
each square being 5 m x 5m. The overall covered area is 10 m x 10 m. The
excavation started. The site was located on the top of a big mound. The
excavation started with the same method and style like the previous excavations.
First the square was photographed then all the surface area was cleaned and the
artifacts were collected. Then photographed again and all the visible
archaeological elements were recorded before starting the excavation (see plate
no.5).

We started to dig the upper surface of the site up to the depth of 10 cm. A large
stone wall with irregular stones and mud mortar was found. This wall runs from
northeast to southwest and is 3 m. long and 1 m. wide. After cleaning this
exposed building area which was surrounded by debris another architectural
element appeared. It is a wall built in the same style and with the same material
but with more thickness. It is joined with building no.1 in “T” shaped form and it
run from southeast to northwest and is 2.70 m long and 1 m. wide.

After that the excavation continued in this square layer by layer of 10 cm. thick
until we reached to the original soil. We observed that the floor was covered with
a gypsum plaster at some places. Here clement no.3 which is the angle of the wall
built with mud in the western portion of the square was located.

The western section of the square no.11 consisted of five layers. The first one

is 13 cm. thick and composed of soft sand spread on the floor due to the natural



ATLAL 16 PART-Il -Report on the Survey of Al -Riyadh Region 33

angle of the meeting of the two walls. It is a circular shaped fern with 51 cm.
diameter and located at a depth of 22 cm. The excavation continued further until
reached the virgin soil at the depth of 1 m. Some archaeological objects were
collected from this section which consisted of pottery sherds, pieces of glass and
steatite stones and a broken jar.

The section in square no.7 revealed five layers. The first layer is sandy 9-11
cm. thick. The second layer consisted of soil and sand of red color and the third
layer composed of brown colored soil probably resulted due to the fallen walls of
the two previous buildings mentioned earlier and s 22 cm thick. The fourth layer
is composed of soil, red sand and is 15 cm. thick. The fifth layer consisted of
sand and yellow soil and it is the virgin soil. The maximum thickness of this layer
is 53 cm (see plate 4).

Square no. 96

This square is located in the same section of the large stone walls in the north-
cast of the previous squares. The squares are 5m X 5m. The square was first
photographed then the surface objects were collected after that it was cleaned and
photographed again. The upper surface was removed up to 10 cm. deep. After
removing the surface layer some walls appeared. The first wall was built with
irregular stones and plastered with mud and oriented from east to west and was
3.42 m long and 1.2 m wide. The second wall was built in similar style to wall
no.1 and is 3.43 m. long and 70 c¢m. wide oriented from north to south and
located at the northwestern an gle of section (63m).

The excavation in this square continued until we reached the depth of 1.50 m.
in some parts. The two walls continued with the excavation in addition to the
archaeological objects such as undecorated pottery sherds, glass pieces, steatite
stones, and some broken stone bowls and body parts.

Five layers were located in the excavation, first one is the surface layer. The
second is composed of soil and soft sand deposited by rain and wind. The third
layer appeared at the north - east of the section. It consists of debris and mud. The
fourth layer and the layer under it composed of debris most of which contains
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castern side at a depth of 50 c¢m., it is composed of debris, remains of the mud
walls and in the south-western side separated by a layer of soft soil and under it
is a layer of palm tree trunks, animal dung and under it is located ashes and coal
and then appeared the virgin soil composed of sand and silt yellow in color at a
depth of 97 cm. - I m.

The section © b-g ™ is oriented from north to south. 1t is part of the western
section in which appeared the mud wall and the wall it is joined with.

Section “d - 2" no 5, continues from north to south and consisted of the edge of
eastern section in which appeared five layers. First layer of surface soil, the
second layer consisted of soft sand at the dept of 10 cm. under it is the third layer
of sand and soil probably resulted due to rain and wind storms on the site during
the years and is located at a depth of 20 cm.

The fourth layer is composed of debris and remains of the fallen walls at a
depth of 51 cm. Then appeared the fifth layer at a depth of 70 ¢m. composed of

soft soil of brown color probably was the inhabitation layer of the site.

Square 90
Tt is located south of squarc 92. This square was selected for excavation due to

the location of two stone walls at the south-west of the site. One of these walls
(the western wall) joins with the large wall located in section 92 at the western
side. The thickness of the wall decreases in this part. It is 81 cm. and the second
is associated with the first wall. The prominent architectural elements were
visible on the ground surface. The first architectural element consisted of a stone
wall 5 m long and 80 cm. wide. The second element is also a wall 5 m long and
61 cm. wide.

The surface layer was dug up to the depth of 10 c¢m. and archaeological objects
were colleted and went down to the depth of 10 cm. again. The two architectural
elements of the previous excavation continued in this square also. The further
archaeological activities completed in this layer without any signs of new

building elements with the exception of a fire place or the fern located on the
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photographed again. The upper soil was removed by scrapping the surface up to
the dept of 5to 10 cm. After removing this layer the first architectural element
appeared which was composed of a stone wall built with irregular rocks and was
1.80 m wide and was north-south oriented to the length of about 5 m. The second
architectural element is a wall built with mud bricks. It is 63 cm. thick and was
probably built at a later time.

After reaching to the depth of 10 cm. parts of building no. 3 appeared one of
which is a wall extended from east to west and is 5.22 m. long and 50 c¢m. thick.
At a depth of 40 c¢m. another architectural element no. 4 appeared, it is also a wall
built with mud bricks and mud extended from east to west to about 2.59 m. in
length and 52 c¢m. in width. After that another wall (no. 5) appeared.It is a stone
wall extended from north to south. It is 50 cm. long and 5 cm. wide. No 6 is a
mud brick wall extending from north to south at about 1.52 m. long and 49 c¢m.
wide. The excavation continued up to the depth of 90 cm. where the virgin soil
appeared.

When we looked at the continuity of the layers on the site and studied vertical
section of the sounding it appeared that there were three early layers consisting
of soil and soft sand; then the layer of sand and mud which composed of the
fallen material from the buildings, then the residential layer or the layer on which
the people were living and consisted of sand, soil and the muddy color and
beneath this layer was the layer of debris from the fallen walls.

The opposite section in the southern side of the square was composed of eight
layers, the first is surface layer, the second layer is 19 cm. deep which is
composed of sand and soft soil probably resulted due to the wind or rain. The
third layer at a depth of 40 cm. from the surface is a thick layer consisted of ashes
resulted due to fire or was an oven on the second layer.

In the fourth layer several fire places were located with ashes, coal and burned
soil separated from the second and third layers. Around the section there is soil
associated with animal dung and long trunk of palm tree.

‘The fifth layer consisted of soft sand and soil probably filled as a result of rain,
while the sixth layer appeared at the south-western section and to the south-
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Description of the site

After the survey a potential site was selected and divided by a grid into
squares. The site was cleaned and all the surface objects were collected which
mostly consisted of glazed and unglazed pottery sherds, green and bluish glass
pieces.

The site was divided into 10m x 10m squares, oriented from north to south,
and a bulk of 1m. was left between them. The area was chosen for two reasons:

Firstly:

It was thought that the Najd had not early Islamic archaeological sites but we
found the evidence of the presence of early [slamic settlement in the area.

Secondly:

The site has been disturbed due to the removal of soil from the middle of the
valley. In addition to the destruction of some buildings by the people who
removed some building materials from the site to use in the houses in
Mazahamiyah and Riyadh moreover these sites were also converted into farms
and rest houses and the destruction was completed by including the area nto
agricultural land.

The site was divided into various squares and the excavation started into
squares no.92d and 96 in the general plan of the grid of the site..

The soundings and excavations started in the above squares simultancously
and continued for 14 days. The team was divided into different groups, each
working in a square. There were two researchers and 4 labors for each square.

A brief description of each square is given as follows:

Square no. 92

This square is located towards west of the site on the top of a big
archaeological mound. The mound consisted of four big areas, one of these
contains square shaped stone walls.

The length of the square from north to south is 5m and from east to west 10m.
It was photographed before the beginning of the work, then all the surface
materials were collected (see plate 67). The visible prominent architectural

elements were registered. The surface was cleaned by brush and sweeping and
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Al-Bulaydah

It is located north of the town of al-Mazahamiyah at about 3 km, and to the
west of ar-Riyadh city at about 50 km. It is situated between 24° 317 133~ N
latitudes, and 46° 17/ 323~ g longitudes. Al-Bulaydah is located in between
the hills except the western and northeastern sides where a valley runs from east

to west until it reaches the town of al-Mazhamiyah coming from al-Arid
mountain located towards east of the site. From the geographical point of view
we can name this site as “Reea” as it is surrounded by mountains from all sides
and the valley is located in the middle of them.

To the north of the site are located some farms which were in used from not
very long time. In the same area which contains several farms we have located
some walls built all along the width of the valley. The walls were built with
carved stones, regular in shape and are oriented from north to south.

On this site some foundations of settlements are located which probably date
back to the early Islamic period. In the year 1414 (1994 AD), this site was
registered by the survey team of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums
during the first season of the comprehensive survey within the city of Ar-Riyadh.
It was registered under number (207-173) during that survey.

This year, the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums conducted
excavations on the site of al-Bulaidah to reveal its archaeological remains,

The survey team planned to carry out soundings on the site and the work began
with the survey and investigations in order to locate the most suitable area for
excavation, As a result of this field survey near an old Islamic settlement a grid
was laid.
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very close to them can be judged from the gold objects and the icons carved on
them. Buried with the dead were the icons of god Zious and the god Eagle -
which were part of the Roman religton.

Political life:

The figure on one of the rings contains the image of the ruler who was
shown in military dress wearing a helmet and the shield suggest that they were
military people and the warriors. They build strong fortresses the traces of which
could be seen on the site
Arts

The gold objects and the figurines located on the site suggest that the people of
Thaj were specialists in the manufacturing of gold and wooden objects such as

wooden beds inlaid with bronze sheets.

Social life:
The women of Thaj were very careful about their appearance and used
valuable ornaments and arrange their hair like the queens of Tudmar and the

Nabataeans.
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Pottery:

In the two squares 3s and 4s of Tel al-Zayer a large number of pottery sherds
(75 bags) were located. Some of these cases were specified according to the rims
of the bowls ( 25 bags), the body sherds ( 21 bags), bases ( 22 bags), handles ( 7
bags) and miscellaneous bags of different size of plates, bowls, cooking pots,
vases, storage jars, decorated sherds, red wares, black painted sherds etc. It is
noted that the pottery of Thaj is scattered along the eastern coast of the Arabian
Gulf such as Qatif, al-Ahsa, Jawan and south of Dhahran and Jubail which was
the main port of ancient Thaj. Thaj had trade links with its neighboring countries
such as Kuwait, United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

The human and animal figurines (Terracotta):

In squares 3s and 4s six incomplete animal figures and two human figurines
were located (see photograph 3 and 42). Most of these were made with red clay
and creamy paste and were decorated.

Incense burners - 4 of them were located which were made of clay and rough
pottery, had four legs. Three of these were without decorations and one was
decorated with geometric patterns and consisted of creamy paste.

Beads - 11 beads and pearls were located inside the grave around the body in
addition to the beads in the golden earrings. Two beads were made of burned clay
also were located a number of sea shells, fish bones and the seeds of the dates
and two pieces of stones for cereal grinding located in the middle of sqaure 3n.

Conclusion:

The study of objects and archaeological artifacts located in the burial and their
comparison with those located on other sites of the Arabian Peninsula and the
neighboring countries, such as Mesopotamia in the north and Syria suggest that
this burial date back to the first century AD.

Religious beliefs:

The religious ideology played an important role in the behavior, thoughts and
belief in the after world. It was the belief in immortality as they burried gifts and
other belongings with the deceased. The gods which were worshipped and were
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condition. The length of the grave is 2.10 m width 1.02m, and height 1.25m. The
stone cap of the grave is broken and was lying inside it, in addition to several
large limestone rocks.

The distance between the southern portion and the beginning of the grave is
3.50m. The distance between the northern part and the beginning of the grave is
3.50m. The human structure found in the grave was that of a woman whose age
was probably between 9 - 11 years and her height was 1.20m.

The important objects discovered in the grave which were associated with the
deceased body were:

1. The Gold Objects - Many objects were located which consisted of
necklace, rings, bracelets, the golden hand, and the gold mask, thin rectangular
gold strips, belt, crown and very thin circular gold pieces, some were simple and
some decorated with Assyrian roses, 5 circular pieces of gold, three of them
contained the image of god Zayus and one of them the image of a falcon, and
some contained the image of the Queen or an unknown goddess in addition to
several gold beads and other objects.

There were two different sizes of rings which contain the precious red ruby,
one of it had the image of the human head probably representing the King and the
other contained the image of a standing woman probably representing the
goddess Artimisus and was used at the same time as a ring and a seal.

2. The metal objects - These consisted of the metallic legs of the bed
representing four female figurines holding the bed of the deceased in addition to
remains of the metal bed which was 75 ¢m long and contained figure of a
Dolphin attached with the tail and the head. One of them is located at the
direction of the first Dolphin with open mouth with a decorated spear, the end of
the spear is shown in the mouth of the other dolphin.

In addition some bronze objects were also associated with the body, these are
four complete plates or bowls which were probably used to keeping o1l or
perfumes. Also one small bronze mace is located near the body of the deceased

while other objects located are as under :
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Thaj

Thaj is an old archaeological site located south-west of Al-Fadhli fields in the
land of Tameem at about 95 km from al-Jubail. It lies between:

26°,227 38”7 N latitudes

48° 437, 48” E longitudes

It is a complete city surrounded by an outside wall which is 900 m. long. It was
a trading center associated with Darb al Jamal ( the camel rouie). This track
passed through Yamamah and is said that it reached to al-Faw. The construction

of the city dates back to the Hellenistic period.

The excavation at al-Zayer Mound:

It is located east of the fenced archaeological town exactly east of Thaj
Governorate building at about 70 meters to the northern side of the old primary
school.

Description of the site :

The major part of the mound extends on the plain land. It is 5.70 m high. A
small sounding was dug on the Tel by a team of the Department of Antiquities.
This Tel was later covered by burning ashes, pottery sherds and coal which is
visible on the ground.

Measurements of the Tel:

From the middle point of the Tel towards north 27 m.
From the middle point of the Tel towards south 27 m.
From the middle point of the Tel towards east 29 m.

From the middle point of the Tel towards west 20 m.

The Tel was divided into equal squares of 5m x Sm and the two squares of the
Tel 3s and 4s were excavated. A burial was discovered at a depth of 1.84m. The

architectural composition of the burial is rectangular shaped and is in good
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The decorated glazed sherds in green and white colors are similar to those
located at the site of Athar in 1404 AH are attributed to the Abbssid period
(Zarins et al 1405-85), these are also similar to those located at the site of al-
Mabiyat and attributed to the Abbassid period ( Al- Ibrahim et al 1405:87, plate
95 a, b and ¢).

In spite of the limited excavation works carried on the site until now, we
reached to the following results:

1. The site still needs further field work to reach better results. The site of al-
Ukhdoud is very strategic as it lies on the trade route linking north and north-east
of the Arabian Peninsula with the south of the Peninsula .

2. There is a great similarity in the planning between the residential units
outside the fort and the buildings excavated in the fort, and it may be suggested
that the fort was built after the outside building at a later time but not with much
time difference.

3. The archaeological objects located in the fort are similar to those located at
the sites of al-Faw, al-Aflaj and Thaj.

4. The residents of al-Ukhdoud were traders as has been mentioned in the
inscriptions about the trade of frankincense which was common at that time.

5. It is evident from the objects that the residents of al-Ukhdoud were also
involved in agriculture besides trade.

6. The high concentration of pottery shreds of different types suggest that it
was manufactured locally and there was a well established pottery industry.

7. The buildings and the archeological objects in the north of the fort suggest
that there was a continuous settlement unti] the Abbassid period and may be even
after that.
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are almost identical to the objects located at Qarriyat al Faw both in shape and
texture. The large pots are similar to those of al-Faw as well as the smaller pots
decorated with green glazed and these objects are dated between 500 BC to 200
AD (Ansari 1402: 143-145).

The objects made of marble are similar to those located in al-Far’a fort near the
village of al-Ais near Yanbu al Bahr in the northwestern region. The site 1s
recorded by the of Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums under no. 204-
17 and dated late Roman period (Ingraham et-al:1401:70. Plate 11: 83), also the
lids made of marble are similar to those located at al-Faw (Ansari 1402: 134-
135).

The incense burners located at al-Ukhdoud are similar to those located at Thaj
and dated 300 BC to 300 AD approximately (al-Zahrani 1416, plate 41-43), and
also located at Aflaj dated to the Hellenistic period (Al-Saud,1991.P163. no.1-2)
and at al-Faw dated from 200 BC until 500 AD (Ansari 1402:10-136). The stone
incense burners are similar to those of al-al-Faw in shape and some inscriptions
engraved in Musnad mentioning some kind of perfumes and dated between 200
BC to 500 AD (Ansari: 1402, 136, 5, 7, 8).

The clay figurines are similar to those located at Thaj and dated between 300
BC until 300 AD approximately (al-Zahrani 1416: plate 38-3). Regarding the
pottery shreds it is noted that the fourth type of the unglazed pottery located in
the southwest of the fort is similar to the 4th type of non-glazd pottery found in
building no.39 of the fort. These two types are similar to those located at Thaj
and dated between 300 BC and 300 AD approximately (al-Zahrani 1416:100) and
in Jubail dated between 200 BC until 200 AD ( al-Dosary, 1990-1991:210).
These are similar to type 7 located at al-Faw and dated from 200 BC to 500 BC
(Ansari 1402: 140,141,2,3,5).

The pottery sherds located during the excavations at north of the fort, the type
1 of the unglazed pottery and the glazed sherds located during the first season in
al-Ukhdoud in 1402 AH are attributed to the Byzantine period (Zarins et-al 1403:
34, plate 30a, b).
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architectural planning with the exception of slight differences in some units. It is
noted that between each two units there is a passage in the middle dividing the
unit into two main sections. In the southern unit of the fort are located two big
rooms, while there are four small rooms which were probably used as storage for
food stuff. While in building no.39 the same planning is noted with slight
difference of having two big rooms and the two small rooms on each side of the
rectangular room. These two small rooms were probably used as storage or one of
them was used as a bath room. The study suggests that the method of
construction in unit no 39 is better than that of the unit in south west of the fort
as well as its measurements and shape of the rooms. It is evident that it is
probably newer as compared to that of unit located in the southwest of the fort
but not much longer. It is also noted that the foundations were dug for the unit
located south-west of the fort, while the foundations of unit no.39 were built on
the Tel. The foundations were built in one direction for some parts and it is
confirmed by the type of soil which is similar to the layer under the gypsum layer
(the floor of the building). It is also noted that the interior sides of the walls were
ended at the beginning of the appearance of that layer. This type of buildings are
also located in Qarriyat al-Faw

The architectural unit located north-east of the fort was probably used as a
building for performing religious rituals as has been indicated by the inscriptions
located on a rock slab and the shape of the building attached to the walls from
outside. We believe that there were some architectual elements related to
religious activites and occasions located inside the boundary of the courtyard
built with stones and located north-west of the platform and the southeastern and
south western rooms attached to the south eastern wall from outside. These were
removed at a different time to give enough space to built the mosque and to
make the courtyard of the mosque.

Regarding the archaeological objects, there is a great similarity between the
objects from the site south of the fort and the objects located in building no.39 in
the fort, and if we take some complete and prominent objects for comparison with
the other sites of the same period of al-Ukhdoud we will find that these objects
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and the south-western wall is 20.60 m long, while the south-castern wall 1s 17.10
m long. In the south-eastern corner appeared the stairway 260 cm. wide, behind
which are located two small rooms attached to the south-eastern wall of the unit
from outside. In the southern corner is another stairway which is 245 cm. wide
ended in a platform of stone slabs on which is inscribed an inscription and some
animal figures which are also repeated on many walls of the building of the fort
of al-Ukhdoud. Behind the platform are located two small rooms attached to the
south-eastern wall of the unit from outside. The room located behind the platform
has a door leading to the interior courtyard of the unit which is 85 c¢m. wide.
Towards the south-eastern wall is located a square shaped platform made of
stones and attached to the wall from outside. It is 3.30 m long and 2.55 m wide.

This unit was probably used as a place for religious activities and social
gatherings. While in the early Islamic period the north-western part of it was used
as a mosque as its longer part is oriented towards Makkah al Mokarramah, the
Qibla of the Muslims. Its walls were built near the foundations of the exterior old
wall with small stones arranged irregularly and mud was used as a plaster to
strengthen the building. In the upper part of the walls were used burned bricks of
red color, the length of which vary between 15.65 m and 15.50 m, while the
width is 7.70m. In the middle of the mosque is located a row of square shaped
pillars which are thicker at the base and narrows at the upper part of the pillars. It
is built with the same materials of the walls and each pillar is 85cm x 80 ¢cm. and
the distance between each pillar is 175 cm.approximately. There is no niche
(Mehrab) in the mosque as was common in early [slamic mosques. Two doors are
located, one overlooking the courtyard to the west in the south-eastern wall of the
mosque, and the other opens outside in the south-western wall.

Some changes were observed in the walls of the rooms near the platform

probably to use them for special purpose in the mosque ( plate 11).

Analysis and the Results

By comparing the results of the excavations at south of the fort and the

excavations of building no.39 it is found that there are great similarities in the
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properly from outside but were unorganized from inside and the type of soil
which represent the fourth layer continued under the floor of the gypsum until it
ended in the base of the outside wall ( plates 7 and 8).

III - Excavations at the north of the fort

A mound was selected at the north of fort of al-Ukhdoud to know the
archaeology of that part of the site and to know from what time it is associated

with the fort and to find out its historical time period as the surface objects
suggested that it belongs to the late historical period, in addition to develop the
chronology of the settlement of the northern part of the fort. The selected site is
located in between 17°, 287, 52.5” N and 44°,10" ,56.3” E.

A network of 42 squares were drawn around the site, each consisted of 5m x
5Sm. The excavations were carried out in 24 squares located outside the
architectural unit which were discovered during the excavation (plate 10). The
mound was effected by the destructive works around it but the remains of the
buildings were not effected by such activities. On the mound pottery shreds are
scattered in addition to exposed foundations of buildings located at the south of
the mound built with stones, also located a large stone slab inscribed on which is
a Musnad al Janubi inscription and some animal figures (probably camels or
horse figures) The excavation started by removing the debris from the upper
surface ( layer 1) which consisted of mud, soil, pottery pieces, small rocks, and
continued up to the depth of 20 cm. After that appeared the second layer
composed of red sand, mud and pieces of bones in addition to pottery shreds
which continued up to the depth of 195 cm. from the highest point at the surface,
Then appeared a layer of burned soil, ashes and coal varying in thickness
between 5 to 15 cm. in the squares ( 17, 20, 21, 28 and 29). At the depth of 120
cm. from the highest point of the Tel terminated the continuity of the wall
downward and after removing the passages appeared an architectural unit in
complete shape (plate 12). The architectural elements in this unit appeared as
follows:

A rectangular shaped architectural unit built with well arranged heavy stones
whose north-eastern wall is 20.50 m long, the north-western wall is 17.40 m long,
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into nine squares of Sm x 5m each and are recorded according to the letters a, b,
c, d, e, f, g, h, (plate 6).

The upper layer of the site was cleaned which consisted of fallen stones, mud,
pottery pieces which continued until 80 cm. Here appeared the interior face of the
main exterior walls of the building, the walls dividing the interior of the buildings
under this layers appeared another layer which consisted of sand, mud , coal.
animal bones and pottery shreds. It is 25 cm. thick. While in other squares no. “a”
and “f> appeared a burned layer composed of ashes, coal and seeds of the
burned dates. This layer is located on the layer of gypsum which is the floor of
the room and appeared in all the rooms and is about 10 em. in thickness. The
thickness of the layer of gypsum varies between 5 and 7 cm. To know the
continuation of the settlement and its chronology, the excavation continued in
square no “a” until 4.40 m depth from the surface where a layer of red hard soil
appeared with small pebbles, animal bones and plants remains and no other
objects or evidence could be located to reveal the residential layer ( plate 8).

After removing the partition walls between the squares of the excavation there
appeared a single square shaped residential unit; the length of its northern wall is
13.40 m., that of western wall 11.70 m., southern wall 13.40 m.. and the length
of the eastern wall consisted of 11.55 m. The residential unit composed of two
similar group of rooms with a passage between them, each group consisted of
two small rooms and two big rooms divided by a rectangular room of medium
size located in between the two groups of rooms. In the passage which runs from
north to south, appeared a platform composed of three stone slabs attached
together in a single row. The external walls were built with large regular stones
and the interior walls were built with small and irregular stones. The construction
of the interior walls was inferior to that of the outside walls which were built
with more attention and care. The gypsum plaster appeared on the interior walls
and a large cylindrical stone was found in the middle of the large room which
was probably used as the base of the pillar for that room. It appeared from the test
sounding in square “a” that the room was built on a Tel and its foundations were

laid in the mound with large stones arranged in a single row which were arranged
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squares, which are 12w, 12z, 13h, 13w, 132 (plate 2). The excavation was started
by removing the surface layer, which is the first layer, consisted of debris, sand,
soil, mud and rocks. The walls appeared clearly with the excavations and it
continued until the depth of 20 cm. and then appeared the second layer composed
of sand mixed with animal bones and pottery pieces and small pebbles. Its
thickness reached to 55 cm., beneath it appeared the third level of red mud
.devoid of any objects until the depth of 75 cm.from the upper surface. The
excavations continued until the depth of 150 ¢m. from the ground surface ( plate
3). However, the architectural planning for the buildings as appeared from the
foundations of the residential units indicated the following lengths - the northern
area 8.60 m; western area 8.25 m; southern area 9.30 m; the eastern area is 8.0 m
long. The unit consisted of 6 room from which four rooms were small and located
at east, and facing it on the other side are two large rooms while in the middle is
located a large north-south oriented courtyard dividing the smaller and larger
rooms.

The walls of the residential unit were built with irregular rocks and consisted
of different rows (Midmak), some of the rows were composed of two rows of
rocks and some consisted of only one row . While the stones of the outside walls
are more irregular than the inside walls and the rooms are not properly organized
in their shapes and there is also no evidence of the main entrance ( plate 4,5).

II- The excayations of the building ( unit ) no. 39

The building no.39 was known according to the plan prepared by the previous
excavation team which conducted the excavations on the site of al-Ukhdoud in
1402 AH and located on the line between 17 % 287,309” N and 8° 10.48’,
44" E. The main reason of choosing this building was to continue the previous
work and to find the chronology of the settlement in the northern part of the fort.
However, a new architectural unit was discovered inside the fort by which we
could know the architectural style in the fort of al-Ukhdoud. This unit is located
towards north of the fort overlooking from he southern side the main road
running from east to west. There are small passages between this building and
the neighboring units. The excavations of this unit were carried out by dividing it
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The participants during this year's excavations are as follows:
1. Awadh bin Ali al-Sabali al-Zahrani - Director
2 Sa’ad bin Mohammad al-Mushari - Co-Director
3. Abdulaziz bin fahd al-Nafeesah - Researcher
4. Abdulaziz al-Yahya - Researcher
5 Abdulaziz bin Abdullah al-Basyuni - Researher
6. Abdullllrehman Mohammad al-Shairi - Surveyor
7 Mohhamd Abdulaziz Ibrahim - Draftsman
8. Abdullah Sulaiman al-Safwani - Photographer
9. Yahya Ibrahim Ghazwani - Driver.

I would like to thank each participant and every person who provided help,
assistance, advise and suggestions during the work and provided us help in the
interpretation and translation of some inscriptions ahead of them is Professors Dr.
Abdul Rahman al-Tayyab al-Ansari and Dr. Saced al Saeed and other colleagues
who worked with us in the field. In the end we would like to thank His
Excellency Professor Dr. Sa’ad bin Abdulaziz al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of
Antiquities and Museums who provided us this opportunity to carry out this work
and we also thank Mr. Fahd al-Utaibi who typed this report.

THE EXCAVATIONS

The excavations were carried out at three places, which were chosen on the site
of al-Ukhdoud. First was at the south-west of the fort, the second inside the fort
building (unit) no.39 according to the plan submitted by the previous team 1in
1403 AH-1983 AD, and the third site was in the north of the fort (plate 1).

1- Excavations southwest of the fort

Scattered in the area located south-west of the fort in the area of about 500 m
long and 200 m wide, a number of foundations of buildings are located which are
clearly visible on the surface and their compositions are similar in the
architectural planning. For further studies and to know the chronological
sequence of this part of the site - was decided to excavate a unit located on the
line 257, 4°, 177287 N and 44 °©10’,38” E. The area south of the fort was

divided into squares of 5m x 5m in size. Thus the area was divided into four
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Abdulaziz al-Yahya, Abdulaziz al-Basyuni

Introduction

According to the five-year plan of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and
Museums for the excavations and research in different regions of the Kingdom,
some important archaeological sites were chosen for excavations. Among those
sites is the site of al- Ukhdoud in the Najran area. Previously the Deputy Ministry
of Antiquities and Museums conducted a comprehensive archaeological survey
of the southwestern region of the country and this site was recorded in 1400 AH
under number 217-49. The team of the Deputy Ministry first excavated the site in
1402 AH and the preliminary report was published in Atlal vol.7 in 1403
AH/1983 AD. The report included the introduction on the geography, history and
the previous studies on the site. The report mentioned the human settlement on
the site between middle of the first millennium BC until the carly Islamic period
(c.500 BC - 800 AD). The team also provided detailed maps and plans of the fort
and the archaeological mounds around it (Zarins et al 1403 AH).

The excavation team of al-Ukhdoud for this year continued the work of the
previous team and followed the previous scheme and choose the sites according
to the previous plan for excavations during this season ( plate 1).

The site of al-Ukhdoud contains some prominent standing buildings such as
the fort, most of which was destroyed, and several mounds in the south and west
and the mounds in the north of the fort. Also were located Islamic graves in the
eastern and northern side of the site,
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reader this huge volume of material is the result of the Deputy Ministry’s
efforts to publish it regularly. The forthcoming volumes of Atlal will be more
regular without delay and of lesser volume.

[ avail this opportunity to extend my most sincere thanks to all the researchers,
technicians, administration staff and all those who contributed in this volume
and made this issue a highly valuable scientific and informative journal. At the
end I should say that this could not have been done without the blesssings of

God and the support and encouragement of the responsible personnel in the
Ministry at the head of whom is His Excellency Professor Dr. Mohammad bin
Ahmad al Rasheed, the Minster of Education and President of the High
Council of Antiquities.

Professor Dr. Sa’ad A. al-Rashid
Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums




FOREWORD

This sixteenth volume of Atlal is issued after the establishment of the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums and the National Museum in the
new buildings located at the King Abdulaziz Historic Center. Each building is
a most modern, elegant and highly advanced work of engineering and is one of
the largest cultural center in this region of Arabia. This is due to the blessings
of God and then the wisdom of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Fahd bin Abdulaziz; and the Crown Prince, the Deputy Chairman of the
Council of Ministers and the President of National Guard His Royal Highness
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz; and His Royal Highness Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz
the Second Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers, the Minister of
Defense and the Inspector General in addition to the direct supervision of all
stages of development by His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz,
the Governor of Riyadh region and the President of the High Council of
Riyadh Development Authority.

From the time of the transfer of the Deputy Ministry in the new buildings,
we have entered in a new era of development covering all aspects of
archaeological and cultural activities such as the survey and documentation,
scientific publications, restoration, organizing exhibitions, symposiums with
the foreign participation. These activities add to our knowledge of the history
of civilizations across the time in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

This volume of Atlal contains the results of field and scientific studies
conducted by the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums in various
regions and districts of the Kingdom as part of the survey and excavations
programs, investigations and specialized studies and research works. The
articles are based on the following three types of studies:

Section I contains reports of excavations from a number of sites.

Section I contains the reports of survey and documentation of sites
discovered recently.

Section III contains reports on the specialized studies of the archaeology of
the Arabian Peninsula.

The results of these investigations provide a valuable material for the
researchers, investigators and the historians. While the objects recovered in
the field will be displayed in our National and other regional museums. For the
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